233 — — 


12 Rs THEODORE : 05 


Thro' life's firſt journey, when each varying n 
Makes deep impreſſion on the pliant heart. 
Albert was univerſally beloy?d: 
Patron of ſorrow's numerous family, 
He liv' d. but to do good. His tale is ſad; © 
Yet muſt the muſe perform the deſtin'd taſk, 
To ſhew how Seymour firſt became his care; 
And if the theme of ſorrow intervene _ 
Too frequent, let compaſſion drop a-tear, ' 
Nor grudge the tribute which ſo grateful yields 
Senſations mme. demie to FO | 
In * days, ade life was in-its ſpring,” 
He liv'd like many weak unthinking youth, 
Toifaſhion and to pleaſure; heeding not 
The fond advice by doating parents given, 
Which flow'd from boſoms where indulgent love, 
And axious wiſhes for a darling fon, ' | | | 
Were conſtant gueſts. But, ah! the ſneering · 
laugh, 5 9 
The jeers of gay companions ee en 
He ſacrific'd a father*s peace of mind, | 
A mother's kind ſolieitude, to thoſe 
Who never knew what ſoft ſenſations were; 
But, charm'd with the loud rattling of the dice, 
Devoted ev'ry night to play. Alas! 
T was not the play of mirthful innocence, 
That cheerfully beguiles a tedious hour; 
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But urg'd by an unlawful wiſh of gain, 
"Falſe dice, and other ſnameful practices 
Were us'd, the heedleſs victim to enſnare. 
They never quaff d the cheerful healthy glaſs; 
But, by the frequent potent draught miſled, 
Vielded the bark of reaſon to the care 
Of that unſteady pilot inclination, 
Who cannot ſteer betwixt the fatal rocks 
Of diſſipation and extravagance, 
Unleſs by nn guided at the helm. 


On a ſad night, Aer an were loud with mirth, 
And wine had elevated ev'ry heart; ) 
When the rude ſong was chorus'd by them all ; 

And as they ſat carouſing, void of care; 
The father of the wretched'boy appear'd. 
He had been told his dear ſon's fav'rite haunt, 
And kindly went, hoping he might reclaim 
An only child, ſo tenderly beloy'd. 
Soon as he enter'd, ah! how vaſt the ſhock! 
Albert aroſe, and, in a furious rage, 
Bade him begone, and trouble him nõ more: 
When thus the father ſpake : * My deareſt boy, 
* Chide not an axious parent, who for you 
4 Has left the ſocial converſe of his friends, 
«To ſeek thee, where, alas! I little thought 
A ſon of mine I &er ſhould have to find: + 
Thy intereſt is next a father's heart; 


rr 
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c Tt ts me to believe thy words ariſe _ 

« From native feelings. To the pow'r of wine ; 
« I would impute this ſad unnat”ral change. 

« Return with me, my ſon; while yet I ganz 
te For ſure thy form ſo alter'd, once ſo fair,.. - 
« Would ſtrike that terror to my troubled breaſt, 
« If I ſhould longer ſtay, I could no more 

« Suſtain the wretched, load my life would be. 

«© Once, more return, my ſon, and in my arms 
« Forget thy gay, thy diff ipated train 

% Of vile aſſociates; and let them fee . 

« Thy good example, and like thee reform,” 


Then gently, with affectionate regard, 


Taking his-arm, he thought to lead.him home: | 


But, oh! the rebel ſon, with dreadful oaths, 


Broke from his hold, and dealt a cruel blow _. 


At him who gave him being. On his breaſt 3 


The blow deſcended, and he left the room 

With ſcarce ſufficient ſtrength to crawl along: bo | 

Yet, as he ſhut the door, he faintly cry'd, 

« Can wine thus null fair nature's deareſt ties 8 

< Can it create the ſon a parricide ? 

% Ah! pois nous ſtream ! — A ſoa |—Ugnat 'ral 

| « boy! SE PTR ING 10 

4 Boaſt not thy triumph, foon will it be o 00 er .— 

That blow has broke my heart; ;—O God for 
"ve give thee 1. 
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Albert next morn, at the accuſtom'd hour, 
RNeturn'd, and found an unexpected ſcene; 
A ſcene of mourning, horror, grief unfeign d. 
His father lay extended on his couch, 5 
With few apparent ſigns of life: he ſaw ; 
The ſon to whom he ow'd his inward wound, 
(For outward wounds are as the ſlighteſt ſcratch, 
Compar'd to thoſe which rack the inward mind ; 3) | 
And caſt an eye of pity, and of pardon, : 
Where was expected anger and revenge : 
For Albert now remember'd well the ſcene 
His dying father had been witneſs to 
And now the tear of true repentance ſhone 
Near burſting from his eye, where deepeſt grief 
And ſad deſpair were plainly viſible. 
A ſigh he heav'd; and down his pallid cheek, 
In quick mucre noh; follow” d tears of woe, 
Or, let me ſay, of penitence : but, ah! 
They came (as penitence oft comes) too late 
When thus the TER man : 


« My ſon, draw near. 
« T truſt the tear which burſts from Albert's eye, 
Flows from unfeign'd contrition's pureſt ſprings. : 
«c It does, my ſon; ; I will believe It does; q 1 
* And, O! how happy will thy father die, 1 
1 Confirm'd in the belief, that by his death 
He ſav'd a ſon from ruin! I ſhall go 


16 


cc To gain a place for thee in realms of-blifs, | 
% Which heav'n grant you juſtly may inherit, 
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* 


„Therefore, my boy, think not on what has paſt; 
&« Look to the way before you. Quick reform. ; 
Leave the deteſted crew. of idle youths =. 

«© Who would engage you in their mad career; 


« And let thy thoughts on heavenly mercy bend.“ 


ce Mercy for me!“ he cry*d.; “ Mercy for me! 
« A murderer! a vile unnat' ral parricide! 
c Or if there reign a juſt and ee 755 

4 To puniſh evil, and reward the good, pt 
4c Quick let me meet the welcome hand of _ | 
4 And expiate (if poſſible) the fin 

« Of ſhedding an indulgent parent's er i 
4 O wine! O fatal liquor! never more 
« Thy-ſoft perſuaſive; poiſon ſhall . * 
« Theſe lips; no more ſhall ſmiles adorn the cheek 
«« Of him who murders ; conſcience muſt alone 


e Be his ſad gueſt ; and conſcience then be mine, 


«« Yet, O, my father! if my curſed arm 

C4 Has been the fatal inſtrument of death, 

% Albert. ſhall follow to the welcome grave.“ 

C No more, my ſon; ſuch language ill becomes 
ce. Poor helpleſs man, who lives not to himſelf. 


« We are God's work; let him who gave us 


% When it ſhall pleaſe him, call us from the, . 


e breath, 


66 world.” 
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He fainted; and all flew to his relief. 

Albert, among the reſt, in ſilent woe, 
Attended on his parent; but in vain. 

| He op'd his eyes, and call'd his ſtill lov'd ſon, 
Mildly forgave him, bleſt him, and expir'd. 
Albert, in wild deſpair, now ſmote his breaſt, 
Now kiſs'd his father's lips, and frantic wept. 
All utt'rance to his words his grief denied, 

At laſt, in furious phrenzy, thus he rav'd: 


And can I bear to live? a parricide! 


A murd'rer of my deareſt friend on earth 
Where is the haunt of villains ? There I'll lurk, 
«© And, as the cheerful traveller draws near, 
«© Whiſtling, and gay, unmindful of the ſnare, _ 
44 Seize him, and ſtrip him of the honeſt ſpoils, 
« He gained by induſtry unceaſing.— Ha! 
« Is this a crime for Albert's family? 
Honor and rectitude mark'd all the ways, 
«« Each motion of my father; and ſhall I 
«© Thus ſtray from Virtue's path? Stall Albert's ſon, 
«© Thus live? But, ah! no longer Albert's ſon, | 
«© No longer lov'd, no longer worthy love: 
«© A murd'rer! a parricide! a villain!” = 
Thus did he rave; but when the paſſion cool'd 
That fiercely rent his agitated breaſt, 
Deſpair and agonizing grief gave way 
To melancholy inexpreſſible: 155 
Words ſeem'd a taſk his lips with pain perform d, S 

B 


- * 
* 

ä * 

—— 


rn 


. T2=5. 


ö 


. * — — 0 
N ee ut AGES? r 


3 
FAKE 


Ay EGS >= 8 8 — oat 
TEST FEISS er — 


wy wo EO A Sen — 2 
e 
— 
— 
3 
G ko 19 JA ACA 


Wo nero 
| — 


2 
— 


U a 
© pA © OOO LIENS 
CET ORE: 
* n 
2 SY wa — 
* þ 


. —— 
r 2 * 
een eee 


PP 


SAG IB DO 


18 © THEODORE; on, 


Aud oft the day throughout alan he ſat 


In gloomy meditation, and refus'd | 


To join his mother at the general meal. 


One morn, his mother, ſoon as ſhe aroſe, 


Upon her toilet found, in haſty ſcrawl, . 

Theſe lines: The wretched Albert is no more: 
« He haſtes to pay th' inevitable debt 

« A murder'd father's ſpirit loud demands.” 

The mother's grief the muſe ſhall not eſſay 

To paint; imagination can conceive 

Much eaſier by far than words expreſs: 

But let us follow Albert, and from him 

Learn how to conquer paſſions beating high, 

And how to curb the impulſe of deſpair, 

Which bids us ruth to meet the hand of fate, 
And cancel crimes which nature ſtarts to hear, 

By mad rebellion *gainſt her deareſt laws. 

When unperceiv'd he had ſecurely plac'd 

The lines which told his fatal reſolution 

To the ſweet ſpot where he had ever liv'd, 

And ever ſtill found pleaſure in the u bio 
Tho? never varied, he a laſt adieu 51 10 
With ſome reluctance gave. For beben an 


( Gainſt every paſſion that pervades the brd 551 & 


With all a mother's fondneſs will prevail. 
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Ph? 3 3 oreied d beneath ha. hawthorn, 5 | 


is careleſs limbs thrown out in wanton cafe, ' 
With thoughtleſs gaze peruſing the arch'd hear ns, 

And idly whiſtling while his theep feed round him, 

\ Enjoys a ſweeter ſhade than that of canopies | 
Hem's1 in — F. and I 2 ſtorms of treaſon, 


Rab e 


T ben turn to night; and freely mare 

Whate'er my cell beſtows; 

My ruſhy couch, and frugal fare, 

My gleffing and repoſe. 
Lv 9 S9 © 0 6 
But aothing could a charm: impart 
10 ſooth the dranger's woe; 

For grief was heavy at his heart, 9 

And tears began to flow. | 11 5 
8 i Goldſmith. 
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V i HEN e vaniſtxd tom his G ight, 


As on he journey'd, for he oft look'd back, 
To aid imagination in the thought 


Of pleaſures paſt, his boyiſh years had known; 


With eager pace he haſted from the ſpot, 
And ſtopt but ſeldom to recruit his ſtrength, . 
Impair'd by conftant walking; even then 
But for a time ſufficient to partake 
The poor repaſt his wallet did afford. 
By perſeverance in the toilſome talk, 
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He at the wood, which, near the rural ſeat 

Of Mountague, ſeems eager to invite 

The friend to ſolitude, at laſt arriv'd. 

His father's dying words ne'er left his ear. 

His raſh determination ſuicide, 125 

He chang'd to one as oppoſite, as good; e 

And thus he ſpake in deep ſoliloquy. 

« Shall I, who now have ſinn'd, (alas! how great 

% Does the enormous crime appear!) ſhall I | 

<« Increaſe that ſin, by breaking the command 

« Of him of whom I would implore forgiveneſs ? 

« Vaſt is my crime; but to repent ſincere 

* Is all I now can do, and that may gain 

Pardon at laſt from him who ſees my heart, 

« And knows the poignant anguiſh I endure. 

And ſhall I, by a doubly horrid act, | 

«« Forfeit all claim to mercy? Stained with guilt, 

« I feel guilt's juſt reward, and muſt ſubmits. F 

„ The Power that puniſhes can alſo pardon, 

„When with contrition ſinful mortals ſue. 

«© 'The thought of ſuicide be baniſh'd hence 

For ever from my breaſt. Here in ſome cell, 

« By nature hewn, I'll ſpend my latter days; 

And in retirement find ſufficient time. 

«© To make a due repentance all my care.” 
„ ; # XR * „ eV *_ 

There ſtood for many years a cottage. near, | 

The only one within the foreſt's bounds ; ' 
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The humble, yet contented reſidence 
Of one whoſe flock was all his earthly wealth. 
He roſe each morn with cheerful ſong, or blythe 
Would whiſtle as he drove his tender care 
Forth to the verdant paſture; there, with eye 
Uplifted tothe heavens, would he bleſs 
The Author of that happineſs he knew. 
His wife would often undertake the charge, 
While he return'd to cultivate the ſpot 
Of field, or garden, he might call his own; 
And thus they ſeem'd to live amidſt ungen; 
Vninterrupted, loving and belov'd. 

Albert in him ſoon found a ſocial friend ; 
And the good dame would love to hear him talk, 
So did his pious converſation aid 
Their thoughts, which yet they knew not toexpreſs. 
But thoughts are known to Him who dwells above, 
And pious thoughts are not without reward. | 
Fach day he viſited his rural friends, | 
And as they cheerful drew the home-brew'd ale, 
Which temperance would circulate to each, 
They beg'd him to accept a welcome bed 
Beneath their humble roof; and to partake 
With them the daily food their labour earn'd. 
But, no! he lov'd his moſſy cave too well; 
And thought him bound by promiſes to heaven, 
To taſte no pleaſure but what nature we | 
For fourteen tedious years, | 
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Tk AR SAP He now had paſt 

Eleven i in the friendſhip of the pair, 
Which, join'd to three of ſolitude and grief, BSE | 
Declar'd the zra of repentance clos dd,. 
When, as he fat in filent reverence, 
Adoring nature's beauteous works, diſplay'd ' 
Around his rough-hewn cell, with wringing hands 
Approach'd his friend, the worthy cottager, © 
O haſte, and comfort my beloved wife,” 
(In faint and broken accents he e | 
Who now upon the bed of ſicknefs. n 
Alas! I fear to riſe again no more. 
« A ſudden chillneſs ſeiz d her, and ſhe fears 
« Death hovers o'er her chamber. Thanks to God, 
«© If now ſhe dies, ſhe dies not unprepar'd ; ; 
„Thy kind and pious converſation taught. 
« When conſcience in an aged boſom ſits, 
« Pure, and unſhaken by the blaſt of guilt, 
If death approach, he comes a welcome gueſt,” 


. _ * F 
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Eager he roſe, and to the hut apace | 
They ran, each kindly anxious to be firſt. 
Albert drew near the bed. He took her hand, 
And pray'd and comforted her oft by turns. 
Exhauſted nature would but juſt permit 
Her eyelids once to open. With a look 
Of gratitude, which he with joy obſerv'd, 
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They clos 4 ;, *twas than they clos' d for ever. 
Albert in vain endeavour d to conſole 
The cottager, whoſe wild diſtemper” d brain 


K aught him to rave, and heed not conſolation : 


But when his grief abated, then he mark'd 


The time to teach him, Mortals muſt obey." * 


He took his hand, and tenderly he ſpoke. 
«. My friend, lament no more; tis all in vain 
« To rail at Providence when woe arrives. 


« Your wife and you together happy liv'd 


% Almoſt twice fifteen years: you lov'd her much, 

«© And wiſh'd her ev'ry pleaſure life could give. 

„She now enjoys a more than mortal bliſs, 

40 A ph realms where none but angels 
dwell, | 

« © And give. hat juſt reward for godly "Rte 


« Spent in this SR; world below. 
My friend, 


40 Forbear\t to mourn; and reſignation learn 


To heav'n's decree; for; Ol we all muſt know, 
„What Providence ordains, man muſt obey." 
With pious conſolation, thus he ſooth'd 


The poor dejected man, who urg d his ſtay 


That night, that he next morning might renew 


His ſalutary precepts, He agreed; 
But when the next night came, his honeſt * 


Still pray'd him to continue, and ſupply 
The place of his departed mate; to live 
B 4 | 
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In the ſame cottage; and partake with ine: 
The daily fcanty, yet contented, meal, 4 
Beſtow d by the all- bounteous hand of heavens N 
To recompence unwearied induſtry. -- "0; 
The time expir'd for his repentant life, 
The offer he did not again refuſe ; | 
But thank'd his hoſt ; and on the table pu 


— 


A purſe, which to his garment had been tied 


F'er ſince he wander'd from his native home; 
From which he would relieve the needy poor, 

If any paſt the unfrequented road. 

« Take this,” ſaid he, and be it fill your care 
«© To purchaſe, at the neighb*ring village, all 

« That life requires, and which now we lack. 
« Let not a lux'ry deck our humble board, 


gut live as uſual ; for what pleaſes you 


Albert muſt love. I aſk no greater joy 
Than to ſee you, my hoſpitable hoſt, 


Happy and cheerful each ſucceeding day.” 


With gratitude half burſting from his eye, 
The cottager then ſeiz'd his willing hand, 
And kiſs'd it thrice: “ You are, indeed, a friend!“ 
He could no more, for tears had vanquiſh'd ſpeech ; 


His tongue refus'd the dictates of his heart. 


E „ M M ͤ ²ͥN * * „  #* 


Ten years felicity theſe friends had ſeen, 


When, as they ſat one night in ſocial chat, 


A loud and frequent knocking ſhook the door, 
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Alarm'd-theyiroſe;-/and one for pity cried 

In plaintive tone, and ſhelter from the ſtorm, 

Which ſeem'd to threaten univerſal deluge. 

c« Enter,” ſaid Albert, as he op'd the door: 

« Enter, whoe'er thou art, and here reſide. 

e Till morning's ſun illume the dreary wood.“ 
A woman, with a lovely infant boy, | 

Whoſe tender age four. years could. not exceed, 

Stood the poor ſuff*ring victim of the ſtorm ; 

And, as ſhe enter'd at the friendly door, 


She ſunk exhauſted into Albert's chair. 


Pardon this ſeeming rudeneſs, O, forgive! 

* But when you hear my tale, ah! ſure-I am, 

« You'll pity me, and think not of offence.” | 

Thus ſhe. began, but ſpeech was ſoon denied; 

Her lips, for want of their accuſtom'd food, 

Refus'd their wonted duty. Albert ſaw, 

And brought refreſhment, which, tho' homely 
fare, | | 

Was thankfully receiv'd, 0g deem'd delicious. 

And now. to tell her melancholy tale | 

They earneſtly requeſted. With a ſigh, 

That plainly ſhew'd all was not calm within, 

She thus began, as they attentive ſat; 

While tender ſympathy, at ſorraw's tale, 

Partook her woe, and gave her tear for tear, 

My tale is tedious, were I to relate 

2 Each paſt occurrence, freſh to memory, 
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cc From happy infancy to riper years; | 5A 


«But as your goodneſs binds me to comply, 

« In brief Iwill unfold the cruel cauſfſe 

«© Which now expos'd me, and my darling 2 

« To the wild fury of the raging ſtorm. 

Left at ſixteen to the indulgent care 

«Of a dear father, who with fondeſt love 

« Supply'd a tender mother's anxious place; 

« Seymour, a youth too comely to withſtand, 

«© And whoſe perſuaſive tongue had made my heart 
„(My inexperienc'd heart) an eafy conqueſt, 
| © Beſought me of that father for his bride: 

« But, ah! an enmity of long account 

« Between our parents, was the wretched cauſe | 
« Of a refuſal, which in bitter term p ae | 
« My father gave, and ſwore I ſhould not {nd 
„The only fan of his deteſted foe: 

« He ſtrictly charg'd me never more to cal 
& To one whom he refus'd : he charg'd in vain: 
& For all alone, on one fine ſummer's eve, 
« As:thro* the wood behind the houſe 1 ſtray d, 
« I met my Seymour: there, reſpectſul love 
« Subdu*'d obedience; and the cruel charge 
« My anger'd parent gave was caſt aſidde. 


* 


'« He made me promiſe eee oe hound: the 


„„ volt boot vals 45odt T Harſh 'y 
« To fly from a beloved father n BR 
« And ſhelter ſeek 1 m WA 2095 36 "1 EIS 


rt. 
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1,8 That very night, bd co 
ce (When ſleep had clos'd a father's watchful OI 
« [ crept along the garden, and eſcap'd - 
« To that lov'd youth; and bade a laſt ve lg 
« To guardianſhip parental, and, alas! | 
« A laſt adieu to fond parental love. 


„ To Scotland's realm, where eee had a 


66 fr iend, 


« We bent our courſe with anremitting Fa. wg 


« Fearing the quick purſuit of him whoſe pow: r 


4 had but too much cauſe, alas! to dread. 


« We there were married to our mutual joy. n 


„ Four years, amidft uninterrupted bliſs, 


(Save the reproach of conſcience at an act 


J ſhudder'd to refle&t on; but how ſoon. .. 


Did Seymour's ſoothing ſmiles diſpel remorſe £3 + 
Soon paſt away, and with them two ſweet babes, 
« Leaving but one (my Reginald) behind: 


cc But, ah four years of bliſs, how much I fear, 


Are to be follow'd by four years of woe ! 


* Twas ſcarce two months ago, when, as we ſat 


« As uſual by our happy cottage fire, 
60 * Seymour ſeized 900 hand. * deareſt 
* love} oY 


He frantic cried, «© My get Louiſa! oh * 


«How ſhall I ſhock thy fond, thy tender heart ! 
« And yet I muſt. God grant thee fortitude + 


i | «© To bear the woes of which I've been the cauſe! 
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« I have not one poor. ſolitary. piece: 

% To-morrow's dawn will fee, me fretch'd at 
ES length, inen 5 | | 

6c (Unleſs my heart- e r thiok of thee, 

« And my dear boy, both left to poverty) 

40 On the bare ground, in ſome 28 loathſome | 
4 cell, iz = EF 

4 Where debtors pine in benden miſery.” 

“ Too true he ſpake, Scarce had the aid WY | 

« Proclaim'd the day, when, as he lonely walk'd, 

« As was his cuſtom, in the neighbouring field, 

6 1 ſaw him from the caſement forc'd away * 

« By two whoſeem'd like men, but that their hearts | 

«© Were proof againſt the ſupplicating tear 

« Shed for a wife and infant; for he told 

« All his diſtreſs, and Sing and ewa, and 

& pray'd, N | | 

« For pity of the monſters; but 11 vain. 

« He ne*er return'd: I never ſaw him more. 

« My landlord ſternly bade me quit the houſe, 

« And ſaid a week was all he could allow. | 

« The ſeventh day arriv'd ; on that ſad morn _ 

« A letter from my Seymour I receiv'd. 


„He ſaid he felt he had not long to live: 


« Grief,' for the many ſorrows he had caus'd, 


Prey d on his heart, which could no longer bear 


« The load of mis'ry under which he groan'd. 
« He bleſt me thrice, and bad me quickly haſte: 
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* With the dear pledge of our united love 
To England, to our parents: for he ſaid, 


The ſmile of innocence would conquer rage, 
«© And cauſe a ſofter paſſion in the breaſt. 


66 The proſpect of forgiveneſs cheer'd my heart, 


«A d made me undertake the toilſome taſk. 


1 But, no: my father ſaw me as he ſat, 


4 And ſent a ſervant, who, with manners rude, 


* Deny'd my entrance; for my father ſwore 


& He never more would own me for his child. 
«© My Seymour's father with compaſſion heard 


My tale; but ſaid his ſon muſt ne'er expect 


«© Aſſiſtance from that home from whence he fled, 
He gave me then his purſe, and ſighing, ſaid, | 
] cannot bring myſelf to ſee you more. 


| 66 1 pity you; 3. My ſon 1 pity not. 


« He lov'd not me with love like mine for him, 
«© Elſe had he never found this cruel way 
« To break a father's heart.“ I left him then, 


Wes And knew not: where to wander, faint and weak, | 


7 Fatigu'd with conſtant walking : for on foot 
« I came moſt part the journey with my boy. 


„An inn was nigh : but, alt! I could not ſpare 


A ſhilling from the purſe.” I was refolv'd 
« To ope it not till Seymour could partake 
* Its generous contents, as from the hands 


« In pity to my woe. I had enough | | 
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« To bear my ſmall expences on the road, 
44 If wearineſs had left me. Slowly on 

« 1. ſtray'd, until this foreſt I drew near; 
And here I thought ſecure to paſs the night; 

<« But that tremendous ſtorm ariſing, ſoon 

« Forc'd me for ſhelter to your friendly roof; 

« That ſhelter you ſo gen'rouſly afford.“ 
And heav*n forbid that I ſhould e*er refuſe,” 

« Said Albert, © what the traveller implores. 
« Here reſt till morn, or longer, if it ſuitz 
« And let ſweet ſleep refreſh you. Yonder room 
« Shall ſacred be till you depart our cot.“ 

At dawn of day Louiſa quick aroſe, PE 
And Albert thus propos'd a welcome ſcheme. 

« You ſee me here, fair lady, with my friend; 

« Here have we been for many happy years; 

% And here may heaven grant us ſtill to live, 
„Till your return from Scotland's coaſt again. 
« For I would ſtrongly urge your ſwifteſt ſpeed 
4 To purchaſe his releaſe; and when he haſtes 
«+ To ruſh into a ſtill lov'd parent's arms, 
« And bathe his boſom with repentant tears, 
That parent ſure will pardon. If this ſum 

« (A trifling ſum to us, who need not here 
« The lux ries of the great) can be of uſe ; 
« Towards obtaining freedom once again 
« For one you love ſo dearly, let me hope 
« That, though ſequeſter'd from the buſy world, 
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« am not. yet ſo miſerably curs d, EE 

1 To be denied the ſweet felicity, 1 

« To aid a fellow creature in diſtreſs. _ 

Hear me yet more: your ſon ſhall ſtay with me; j 

« He will amuſe me with his playful-talk, 

« When, ſorrow.reigns with more than uſual ſway. 
1 will inſtruct him with my ableſt power, 

« And love him as myſelf. IIl teach him all - 
44 Experience taught me. He will but be 
« A burthen in your journey, and impede 
« Your ſpeedy progreſs to your Seymour's arms. 
„ Go, and may heaven proſper your deſign! 

« And may I ſee you happily return, 
% With ſmiles of ecſtacy to ſee once more 
The darling pledge of unabated love? .: 
She could not ſpeak; for tears of gratitude _ 
Delay'd the impulſe of her ſwelling heart: 
she preſt his hand; and claſp'd her infant ſon: 
She kiſs'd/him oft, but could not ſay adieu; 
And ſeia d a moment, when he left the room, 
To hurry from the hoſpitable cot. 
Twelve years elaps d; they neither heard nor fa 
The youthful Seymour” 8 mother: he, poor boy, 
Would oft lament ſhe ſtay'd ſo long away: 
And yet he lov'd old Albert and his friend, 
And would delight in their inſtructive talk, 
By which his mind was form'd of goodneſs pure. 
Each day would Albert teach him ſomething new, 
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Some pious precept, or ſome moral duty: 
And in ſuch winning methods he'd attract 
The youth's attention, reverence and love 
Knew not precedence ; equal was the tie. 
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16 "Twas then the cottager obey'd the call 
il Of unrelenting death, but died with eaſe, 
[8 And yielded up with joy his parting breath 
bY | In the lov'd boſom of his deareſt friend. 
b | His pupil now became his only care ; 15 
| | And, next to heav'n, on him were bent his 
1 Monnet +, d 


He taught him virtue's ſacred path to gain; 
He taught him all the ſnares of vice to ſhun, 
*Twas at this period young Conſtantio ſaw, 
And firſt conceiv'd a generous eſteem 

| For one ſo worthy of his fondeſt love ; 
Which glow'd reciprocally in each breaſt, 

With ardor unabated from that day. 
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PART III. 


| Friendſhip ! thou ſoft Sropittodd power! 
Sweet tegent of the ſocial hoi: ; 
Sublime thy joys, nor underſtood, . 8 
But by the virtuous and the good! 
Cabal and riot take thy name, 
But tis a falſe affected claims | 1 
In heav'n if love and friendſhip dell, 
Can they aſſociate eber with hell? _ 


His words are bonds, his oaths : are bracles, 

His love ſincere, his thoughts immaculate; 3 

His tears, pure meſſengers, ſent from his heart; 

His heart as far from fraud as heav'n from earth. 
| | ns pre 


_ " 


Comm lov'd young Seymour as him- 


ren 
And in his well- tried faithful boſom plac'd - 
Such ample confidence, as plainly ſhew'd 


He thought him worthy of the ſacred truſt. 
Seymour as tenderly return'd his love, 


And likewiſe ſought in Mountague to find 
(And Theodore, the brother of his fr iend) 
A heart as open, generous and kind. 

For long had his admiring eye beheld 


The beauteous tint of fair Maria's cheek ; 
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Long had he mark'd each virtue as it roſe, 

And wonder'd much to fee in one combin'd 

So many and ſuch noble qualities. 

Affection, filial duty, led the way; -— 
Fraternal love the next in rank appear d; 

A num'rous train were plainly ſeen behind, 
Which could not ſcape his penetrating eye. 
Reſpectful friendſhip to a beauteous maid 

Soon changes to a ſofter name — to love. 

But, ah! a cruel cauſe delay'd his bliſs, 

And many doubts his anxious breaſt o'erwhelm'd, 
E'er he attain'd the ſummit of his hopes. 

Not far from noble Mountague's retreat | 

Dwelt Clareſon, Raymond, 2 their neighbour 
Moore; 

Men of the ton, the ſons of 3 ſquizes, | 

Who, while their parents join'd the frequent chace, 

Oft met to while away an hour at play. 

For want of that beſt tutor of the mind, 

A father's tender counſel, they became 

So wrapt in their beloved dangerous joy, 

That now their parents found it vain to ſpeak, 

Or urge their inability to pay | 

The debts which Honor frequently demands. 

Pity a name fo ſacred ſhould be us d 

A. maſk to fraud—nay, oft to villainy ! 
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Wen Theodore appear'd, the eldeſt ſon. | - .._ 
Of one whoſe rank and title ſeem'd to boaſt - ; 


A. ſpacious mine of inexhauſting wealth, 
When once they heard that eee 1 
At this his ſeat was now his only wiſh, a 

(For publicly was his intention known) | 


Tas then, O then, they form'd the vileſt plan 


That e'er deluded youthful innocence ! - 
For well they knew *twas eaſy to perſuade 


An inexperienc'd youth to Pleaſure's path, 


1 By whatſoever means the path is gain'd. 
They thought his income muſt of courſe be great, 


And ſtrait reſolv'd to tempt him to accept 


A place in (what they call'd) their joint regard; 
Tphat the unwary victim might be near, | 


And fall to their deſigns an eaſy prey. 

To Mountague they ſoon got introduc'd, 

As men moſt worthy of his ſon's eſteem; 
(For each moſt ſtrongly recommended each ;) 
And Mountague was now rejoic'd to think 
His ſon's connections were with warthy men. 
So were they all by Theodore approv'd; 


And mutual good opinion ſeem'd to reign. 


E'er they took leave, a friendly wiſh prevail d, 
They all ſhould meet on the ſucceeding day 
At Clareſon's villa, and cement the tie 


| : Of that firm kriendſhip promis'd by them a: 
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The good old Lord denied not the requeſt ; 

And at the hour they previouſly agreed, 

Went Theodore to greet his new-made friends. 
Unfeigned cordiality, and love, a 

Appear'd to him throughout the place to rei gn: 
The joke and ſong ſucceeding, an the time 
In innocent, tho* gay, hilarity; - | | 
When Clareſon, as the ev'ning quick approach” d, 
Aroſe, and call'd for cards. © Excuſe me there,” 
Said Theodore: © indeed, I never play.” 

«© What, never!“ ſaid young as oct we with JF 
| prize. | 
«© Why, as for vie,” Wl 2 heodutre feplied- 


_ « At home, indeed, to take a hand at cards, 


« To pleaſe my friends, or make a fourth at whiſt; 

4% do not call that being fond of play.“ 

« Pſhaw! pſhaw!” ſaid Moore, © if &er you 

_ touch'd a card, | 

« You muſt have felt the magic they i "REFS p 

« If e'er you play'd, you muſt adore the game: 

« Cards have a winning ee one can't with- 
aan | 

« Pardon me once again,” ſaid Theodore; 

Cards have a ling power one can't withſtand.” 

«© Well ſaid, my boy, ſaid Clareſon; « your reply 

« Diſplays a ready wit I love to hear. | 

« But, come; we trifle time; we've ſtill an hour 


Po 
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« To paſs away in innocent employ, 


« And what ſo fit, ſo innocent as cards?“ 
« Come, come, one rubber; ſhillings is the game; 


Me ne'er play higher; Raymond then rejoin'd. 
e care not,” anſwer'd Theodore,” if ſo; 


« One rubber freely I'll conſent to play, 


« Provided, when *tis finiſh'd, we depart.” 


Partners were drawn for, and the deal went round. 


e And now the bets,” ſaid Moore, and laid a 


crown 
Upon the table; „ who will take r me this 


Come, Rayon What the deuce, what, not a 


« crown! | 
« Come, Mountague : perhaps you never Bet. 
© Indeed,” he anſwer'd, < you conjecture right; 
I never do; and more, I never will.” ' | 
« Nay, nay,” faid Moore, „I would not "Oy | 
offence : | | 
« Tho? early, yet I hope our ilandiip firm ; 
C And heaven forbid that I ſhould be the firſt 


% To mar the tie that gives us all ſuch joy. 


« We hold your friendſhip, truſt me, far too dear, 


« To riſk its loſs on ſuch a flight pretence.“ 


Behold him now as eager as the reſt, 


Remark the game with ſcientific abe! : 
For when he played, he kept one conſtant rule, 


T 0 POR his beſt, whatever was the ſtake, 
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2 hey wonder'd at nis knowledge ; winks went 
round, 5 

And other ſilent marks of ee joy. 

The game now over, ev'ry one aroſe, 

Unwilling at the firſt that he ſhould ſee 

Their uſual mode of life, as much they fear'd 

The ſudden proſpe& might create diſguſt; | 

So thought it wiſer by degrees to draw | 

Their victim to the overwhelming ſnare. % 

So have I ſeen the victim of the hook 

Humor'd and tickled, till the treach'rous bait 

Guides to the roſy gill ; and when toc late, 

It plys its ſilver oar, and dives beneath, 

Dragg'd at the pleaſure of the angling boy. 

His friends with many a ſmile, and cordial ſhake, 

With many oaths of ſtricteſt amity, 

Regretted his departure. He return'd 

As many proteſtations of regard ; Fins 

And left them (as they ſaw) reluctantly. 

As paſſing near the grove he homeward went, 

Albert obſerv'd him, and with haſten'd ſpeed 

Juſt overtook him e'er he reach'd the houſe, 

And kindly aſk'd his welcome at his friends. 

« O,“ exclaim'd Theodore, I can't deſcribe 

« The many and polite attentions paid. _ 

« When that the wine had thrice gone briſkly 


« round, 
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That time might not hang e cards were 
brought, 
« And cheerfully we olawd a away an hour : 
_ «« Shillings the game; and thoſe who choſe to 
ec bet, 

Were limited to riſk a crown, no more. 

© Did you ſay bet, my Theodore?” exclaim'd 
Th' aſtoniſh'd Albert. Did my boy ſay bet? 
« On firſt acquaintance ? *tis, indeed, too bad ! 
My deareſt child, experience bids me ſpeak : 

( Think that near eighty winters I have ſeen, 
And thou art yet within thy twentieth year:) 

« High heaven can witneſs tis thy int'reſt calls 
On my beſt power, to warn you and adviſe. 

« Shun, I befeech you, theſe deceitful friends; a: 

«© They ſpread a ſnare for thy unwary feet 
Which inexperience never can avoid, 
« Unleſs by prudence guided in the path. _ 

66 0 never more approach them!“ | 

e Hence, old man !** 

Said Theodore, with anger much inflam'd : 
Keep thy ſuſpicions till they're aſk'd for, 905 | 
And give advice to thoſe who want a guide. 
If, as you ſay, experience bids you ſpeak, 

« Let duty bid you quickly hold your tongue.” 
«© Yet hear me,” anſwered then the good old man: 
6 I would not give offence : the love, eſteem, _ 
C4 
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« And reverence I bear thy father's name, 

«© Urge me to wiſh to ſave his ſon from ruin.” 

« Poor fooliſh man! waſte not thy vacant words, 
Nor think to fright me with thy idle fear: 

« No, envious as thou art, all thou can'ſt ſay, 
Ne er can reflect diſhonour on my friends. 

«« Tell me of ſnares, and lures; by men like thoſe ! 
«© By heaven! I know no character ſo baſe 

As the vile fland'rer of another's fame“ 

« Nor 1,” ſaid Albert. © God forbid that I 

« Be guilty of a crime I ſo deteſt! | 

«« But fond eſteem for thee, and all thy houſe, 


_ « Bid me attempt (I thought) an eaſy taſk. 
O0, let reflection teach you to obſerve 


% How great, how vaſt, the impropriety. 

Hear me with patience: all that age can do 
Js to adviſe'; tis youth's to take, or ſpurn. | 

« When next you meet, for that I plainly ſee 

« My caution will not (would it might) prevent, 
% Obſerve each look, expreſſion, ev'ry word; 

« Obſerve their eagerneſs; each trifling nod, 
« Or wink, has in it ſome unfair deſign. 

« If you muſt go, if you will meet again, 
Forget not thefe my cautions.” Here the tears 
Trickled adown the old man's furrow'd cheeks! 
Remembrance of a ſcene in early life 
Had check'd his ſpeech, He wip'd them to proceed. 
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« Youth is too fond of Pleaſure to obſerve 

«© The various maſks ſhe ſports in to allure ;_ 
They eagerly purſue her wanton ſteps, 
Without a thought where ſhe at laſt may lead: 

6 Then cometh Prudence; I me FOTO 4 
40 And offers her invaluable aid: 


1 She offers, but ſhe cannot force advice; 


« And if the victim is too far advanc'd 
&« [n Pleaſure's toils to liften to her voice, 
« She drops a pitying tear, and leaves him, prey 
C To that fell enemy he ſo purſu'd; 
« Who ſtil invites; and when the eager youth 
(Still following the ever glitt'ring bait) _ 
« Has paſt the bounds of honor, then unmaſks ; | 
„ Shews her true form; throws off the treach'rous 
« yeil; 
« And ſinks her hapleſs victim into ruin. 
& Weigh what I've ſaid, examine well the cauſe, 
« And judge if I have ought ſo near my heart, 
« As thine, or my dear Seymour's happineſs.*” 
He ceas'd, and with a gentle bow paſt on. 
And ſhall this man,” ſaid Theodore, « preſume,. 
« Becauſe my father condeſcends to join 
His doating prattle, ſhall he dare defame 
„The characters of men of worth like theſe ? 
T But, no Il ſee, I ſee his envious heart: 
& This Seymour tis: this fond, this fav'rite boy, 
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« Envies my favor in the eye of men 
The wealthieſt in the neighbourhood: I ſee, 
« But I deſpiſe their fruitleſs, mean endeavours. 
« Seymour, beware; elſe thou wilt raiſe my hate: 
& Keep thy dull counſels to thyſelf, nor dare 
cc Attempt with envy to diſturb my joy.“ 
He met Conſtantio at the manſion gate, 
Who came to meet him with that honeſt ſmile, 
For ever beaming on his manly cheek x 
Nie firſt affectionately graſpt his hand, 
And then in mildeſt accents he began : 
« To you, dear Theodore, I now entruſt 
“A ſecret, known as yet to me alone. 
« Our common friend, our Seymour, yeſterday 
& (As walking arm in arm along the grove, 
«© We talk*d aloud in mutual confidence) 
* Confeſt our dear Maria's artleſs charms 

« Had gain'd his honeſt, his untainted heart. 
« He ſigh'd deſpair, yet ſtill ſeem'd pleas'd to talk 
« On that ſoft theme his boſom only knew. 
« He bade me guard the ſecret but from you. 
“He knew the vaſt wide difference between 
« His orphan ſtate, and her exalted birtb; 
« But ſtill, ſaid he, you know my only hope: 
« A mother, ſtill, perhaps, may ſeek her ſon: 
% 'Tho? long ſhe's left me, ſhe may yet return. 
« But, O! I raye; deſpair will turn my brain, 
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&« Loſt, when J view thy ſiſter's beauteous form, 
« proudly think to ſeize the deſtinꝰd prize; 
cc Reflect, and mourn an humble orphan's lot.“ 
«© That ſavors of good ſenſe,” ſaid Theodore; 
Or traſt me I ſhould think the youth were craz d, 
« To dare aſpire to gain our ſiſter's hand.“ 
« Tt is not ſurely Theodore that ſpeaks,” | 
Replied the good Conſtantio: 10 ſurely he 
«© Cannot remember *tis our worthy friend 
At humble diſtance ſues. O, had you heard 
His falt'ring tongue tell his reſpectful tale, 
«© You would have wiſh'd his rank had eee 

« ours, ; 

« Or that our humble lot as with his.” 
« For ſhame! Conſtantio: prithee urge no more: 
c Sure *tis unkind to rate our ſiſter's worth _ 
« So low, as e' en to think upon the name. 
«« Seymour + the very infants, as they pals, 
ce Know and accoſt (contempt in every word) 
The orphan Seymour. Does he dare pretend 
« To enter Mountague's unblemifh'd liſt ?. 
er Alas!” return'd Conſtantio, I confeſs. 
« His inability to rank with us 
In title or in fortune, yet I own 
< I think in one great quality he comes 
In equal brilliancy to her he wooes, 
„His heart, my 5 unſullied, pure 


0 
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6“ As that which in Maria's boſom dwells, 

„ Deſerves to meet its equal ; merits all 

% That ſympathy, ſweet ſoother! can beſtow.” 

C And pray now,” ſneering, Theodore return'd, 
« When firſt you heard his melancholy tale, 


« What gentle anſwer might your pitying heart 


Prompt you to make? Methinks 1 long to hear.” 
% Moſt willingly you ſhall,” Conſtantio ſaid. 

« I heard his tale with patience, as became 

% A friend, whoſe friendſhip not alone conſiſts 

« In words and empty promiſes. I heard _ 
And mark'd the combat in his noble breaſt, _ |. 
« And when the pleaſing ſecret he had told, 

« Regretted much my inability | 

% At once to crown my Seymour's utmoſt hope.” 


And could you ſo forget our ſiſter's worth?“ 


Replied his brother with contemptuous ſmile, 
« Towiſh her wedded to ſo mean a mate ? 


« Could partial favour for the orphan boy 
« Thy ſiſter's merits artfully obſcure ?_ 


« How blind art thou, Conſtantio, to permit 

« Such ſubtle cunning to obtain belief ! 

« Self-intereſt ſways his breaſt: I know him now: 
« ] once accounted him of noble mind, 

« Of gen'rous principle, unſullied truth; 

« But I have found, and haply not too late, 
The boſom that reviv'd the drooping ſnake _ 
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| Is deſtin'd (if a timely caution fail) 

To feel that ſting which thence deriv'd i its power.“ 

Conſtantio trembled at th* unjuſt idea, by 

And anſwer'd thus with mildeſt energy. 

O, Theodore! my brother! tell me who 

« Has ſlander'd thus my lov'd, my faithful friend: 

« He has been ſlander'd, for I know his heart 

« Pure from the ſullied current of deceit 3 

60 Unblemiſh'd is his nobleneſs of foul, . 

& As drifted ſnow appears in ſpotleſs white. 

„Hear him when he began his timid tale, 

% His words I will endeavour to recite: 

« His gentle manner I will not eſſay _ 

« (For vain would be th' attempt) to imitate. 

His words and actions, govern'd by reſpect, te 

& In vain would oft endeavour to conceal a” 

« Love's Wh Oy that gliſten'd i in his eye.” 
From thee, my friend, abe confidential love 

« Unlimited I have ſo long enjoyed, { 

40 Twould be moſt baſe ingratitude to hide 

& A ſecret that ſo near concerns thy peace; 

« A hopeleſs ſecret, yet it muſt be told ; 

ce For as the mariner delights to tell 

10 The perils he has ſhar'd, tho? ev'ry word 

« Should bring paſt terrors back to memory, 

« So is the boſom eas'd that vents its woe Shy 
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« In preſence of a ſympathetic friend: 

« So is the boſom eas'd where love reſides, . | 

« When friendſhip heaves one Menne ſigh. 

cc 1 love thy beauteous ſiſter. 
« Can I dare 

« Proceed unanſwer'd by a killing frown ? 

« Say, did you hear the orphan boldly own 

«« He lov'd ſuch bright exalted excellence, 

« And does the ſmile ſtill play around thy brow ? 


4 Conſtantio! O, my friend! Pm unprepar'd 


« For generoſity unparallell'd! 


„ The ſoaring lark, tho? high advanc'd in air, FE 


« Is ſtill far diſtant from the azure ſky ; 


« Yet does not proud ambition prompt the lay, 


« But, warbling praiſes from her tuneful throat, 
« Adores afar, and keeps within her ſphere. 


„ So will I view thy ſiſter; ſo regard 


« The fatal diſtance *twixt my bliſs and me. 

« Yet, tho' I dare not hope felicity, 

« Still muſt I gaze; and gazing, ſtill adore.” 

« *Twas here he ſtopt: How could I then reply, 
(Conſtantio ſtill continued, ) © but to calm | 
« Contending powers that rack'd his feeling breaſt ? 


Alas! could I forbid him to repeat 


«© What in repeating only gave delight? 
« Could I deny that pity to his grief 


His faithful boſom would have ſhed for me? 


4 * 
7 
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10 No 1 tho? I did not dare to bid him hope, 

(My father and yourſelf yet unadvis'd,) 

ce did not, could not, tell him to deſpair.” 

«© That taſk remains for me, ſaid Theodore; 

« A welcome taſk, and ſhall with ſpeed be done. 

« Hear me, and mark; if Seymour dare preſume - 

To beg my favor to his lofty ſuit, 

% At once I drive away each friendly thought; 

„And hatred may—Enough—Proud Yun! be. 
cc ware.“ 

He ceas'd, and with a ſwift e pace 

Haſten d towards the door. Conſtantio ſigh'd, 

And following, entreated him to check 

The ſettled frown that ſorrow might create 

In an indulgent father's anxious breaſt. 

The plea prevail'd : he ſmooth'd his angry brow ; 1 

But ſoon retir d (alas1 1 in vain) to ſleep. | 
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PART Iv. 


What tho? no he titles grace my births 


sometimes the pay of virtue, but more oft 

The hire which greatneſs gives to ſlaves and fycophants; 
Let heaven, that made me honeſt, made me more 
"Than &er a king did when he made a lord. 

 Hefays, he loves my daughter; 

1 think ſo too; for never gaz d the moon 

Upon the water, as he'H ſtand and read, 

As *twere, my daughter's eyes: and, to be plain, 
J think, there is not half a Kiſs to chooſe 


Who-loves another mot, F | 14 


—— k —-—¾ 1 a | | c 


Tun night was tedious to the troubled mind 


Of reſtleſs Theodore: he ne'er before 

Had known the want of ſleep's refreſhing pow'r; 
And had not known it now, if diſcontent 
(Imagination-form'd) had ne%er combin'd 

With anger to diſturb that native 8 

Of mild ſerenity he once poſſeſt. 

Reflection could not aid him: ſtill he fav, 


Or thought he ſaw, in Albert's kind advice, 


A ſubtle maſk o'er bold uſurping pow'r ; 


And well he knew his father's firm regard, 


Titles, the ſervile courtier's lean reward! 3 


* Ine 


THE CAMBSTER's "PROGRESS. 49 


Alike for him, and for the orphan aan e 88 1 
Conſtantio too appear d to caſt aſide 2 
A brother's love, in pleading for his friend; 55 wer? 
(So ſoon ſuſpicion magnifies our woes l)) 4 


« Tis well !** he cried, “ J {il ders three friends. C 


60 left; a „ TY be 
4 With them I hope to 83 far 1 8 
«© Than ſeem to wait me here r are ng 


ha friends; egy tin rn: ag ad 


<«« 'Fhey wiſh but for occaſion to oblige; „ e 0d 
And in their ſmiles I view their noble hearts,” 


Thus meditating he began his walks, _ « ., 


When, at the entrance of the hated grove, . 
He met the innocent more - hated youth. , ., 
Seymour approach 'd, as uſual, with reſpect; 


But with a confidence by friendſhip, taugt. 
He ſaw the frown quick gathering on his brow, .. .. 
But little thought himſelf could be the cauſe. _.., 


He ſeiz'd his hand, and, ſmiling in his face, 


Aſk'd kindly of his generous friends at home: TH * 
His father and Conſtantio firſt he nam'd; 


But, ah! Maria's name was not forgot; - 


He ſeem'd to dwell with rapture. on the ſound, . 8 


And, as no anſwer he at firſt receiv'd, ; 
Repeated his affectionate demand. . 
(Ungentle Theodore | ah ! cruel youth! 5 
How could you ſparn ſuch kind ſolicitude? | Ls 
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How could you check the fainteſt ray of hope, 
Beaming in modeſt and reſpectful ſmiles? 
How could you thus repay the fond demand, 
And anſwer mild affection with a frown ?) 
« Seymour, tis time to undeceive thy hopes, 
1 To check the impulſe of aſpiring pride: 
ec Had not Conſtantio told me, truſt me, now, 
« ne'er could have furmis'd thy vanity 
« Preſum'd to ſeek my ſiſter's bridal hand. 
Where were thy wo _— ? ene me- 
«"niory- | 
« To tell you what, and are and ods yo are? 
« Tet me adviſe you, as the paſſſon came, , 
« So let it vanith like thofe trivial things 
4 Which idly paſs, remember'd while in ſight, 
& Known while enjoy'd, forgotten as they go.“ 
« Like trivial things!“ (with ſigh of deep deſpair, 
That plainly ſhew d w_ ſource ** whence it 
ſprung, | 
Was well nigh burſting with a poignant grief ;) 
Like trivial things!“ he anfwer u, «O, my 
« friend! | = 
4 (J once could ſafely urge the Wald tie, 
« But anger's frown has chas'd ſweet friendfhip* 5 | 
„ fmile,) | 
« Were love a trivial thing, why ſhonld 1 own, 
« Nay, wiſh not to an its potent ſway ? 
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ce Were love a trivial things why need I figh, 
00 And vainly mourn what now et hi 4 
Ce A harſh decree of fate? (But that my guide, 
«« My kind protector, teaches me to know,  . * 
And demonſtration tells me to coafeſs, Ne 
Whatever happens, happens for the beſt 9 
is love a trivial thing, that, when 1 tel! 


« Love's gentle _— friendſhip” 8 r val 


% change, 
« From mild and amide ſerenity, 
Jo the ſad emblems of ungovern'd wrath # * 
0, gentle Theodore, did you e' er love, 
« You would confeſs it irreſiſtible, 1 
And feel for thoſe who now deſpairing ſigh. 
Victim yourſelf of love's all-ruling power, 
Humanity would dictate what your tongue 
„With willing pity gladly would oney- 
O, do not thus in anger turn away 
will endeavour (painful is the taſk !) 
« To talk no more of that which angers thee : 


« But why I ſhould thus cauſe that ſettled frown, | 


« I am not yet aware. Is love a crime ? 
« Muſt I, becauſe I love, be guilty too 
„Of vices which my boſom never knew, 
% But with a ſhudder, marking my diſguſt ? 
« Forbid it, Heaven! No, Theodore; I own 
« Your lovely fifter I indeed adore 
Do 2 
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« I ſee Maria moving in a ſphere . 

Above my humble reach; I will not dare, 1 

« Low as I am, to court ambition's aid; 1 

« But, till a mother's anxious footſteps reach 

«& A long-loſt ſon, and wealthily return, 

& (I never knew a wiſh for wealth till now,) | 3 

« I yet will tread the path mark'd out by fate, 

e Tho! love ſtill keep dominion in my breaſt.” 

« Then from this moment,“ Theodore replied, 

« Come not within my ſight, or dread my rage; 

% For he who ſtill aſpires, in ſpite of all | 

That fate ſeems to decree, or Prudence warn, 

Should feel the puniſhment neden, me- 
« rits.“ 

Seymour eſſay'd to ſpeak, alas! in vain : 

He ſunk, o'erwhelm'd with grief, upon the turf; 

And Theodore with haſty ſtep had fled. 

Chance at that time conducted to the ſpot 

The fair Maria. She, kind, pitying maid! 

With all the ſtrength that nature had beſtow'd, 

Tried to remove him to th' adjacent ba. 

She ſaw Conſtantio: with melodious note 

(What harmony more muſically ſweet, 

Than notes inſpir'd by benevolence !) 

She made him hear. He flew to her relief, 

And laid the gentle Seymour on a bench, 

Whoſe head reclining ſtill infeaſible, Þ T 


* 
- * 
* 
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Found his Conſtantio's 0 05 ſweet —_— & 
pillow. 1 5 

One hand he held; the er yet remain 4 Pa. 

Lock'd in Maria's, where it ſtill had been 


Since firſt ſhe view'd him helpleſs on the turf; + 
And often would the anxiouſly eſſay | \ 23 
To bring the native colour to his cheek. xn. 
Fond, gen'rous maid! thy care was not in vain: 
He ſoon recover'd, and beheld his friend. + 
„Thee, my Conſtantio!“ faintly he exclaim'd; 
(And finding ſtill one arm remain'd confin d,. 


He turn'd his eyes, and ſaw the lovely maid ;) 

«© Maria! O too kind! too gen'rous fair!“ 

He ſunk again upon Conſtantio's breaſt. 

Again reviv'd, they ſought old Albert's cot. 

He met them e'er they reach'd the arbor d door. 

Come, come, my ſon,” (to Seymour,) * come, * 
ſaid e:; 4 „„ 

« You muſt fatigue the arm on which you lean, 

« Aladysarm! my Seymour—In my time 

4 The faſhion was not thus—A youth rejoic'd 

On all occaſions to ſupport the fair. | 

« It is man 'S duty. 8 N 


Ja Aye, and woman's tis, 
| (Replied N Maria, with a chiding ſmile,) £ 
To aid the weak: and, truſt me, when we found ' 
% A youth we — ea : e e 1 

D 3 1 


„ 
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% We all muſt hold ſo dear,” 


Conſtantio kindly added, (for he ſaw _ 
The bluſh o'erfpread Maria's conſcious check,) 
« Stretch'd at full length upon the dewy turf, 
« We thought thy efforts haply might prevent 
% The fatal tendency of morning damp. ' 
« We both are ignorant what length of time 
« Our Seymour there remain'd, bereft of help.“ 
« Then let me hear, my child, ”, fajid Albert; 
« ſpeak, N 
« How was it? Were you ſtricken fuidenly ? 
Come, boy; come in; * Fg his gen rous 
* friends, | 
« Will not refuſe to grace my humble roof. 
There reſting in my chair, ſhall you relate 
% All you remember of the ſad miſchance.” 
Seymour, the only time in all his life, 
Replied not to kind Albert's friendly ſpeech + : 
But 'twas not diſobedience ; loſt, he gaz d; 
(His ev*ry ſenſe, but that of gazing, loſt.) 
The lovely object was the heav'nly maid. 
Albert perceiv'd, but pardon'd the neglect: 
The cauſe, indeed, was full authority. 
« My Seymour hears me not. Ah! well,” he ſaid, 
«« Tis natural for youth, in lovely bloom, | | 
To prove attractive to youth's roving eye; 
3 wrinkled age with pleaſure can ſubmit, 


4 
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« When mem'ry hangs to mind what once has 
« been.” 

Seymour mich hiseye; Maria bluſh'd; 
But neither the diſcovery diſpleas'd. 
Their fine eyes ſparkled; and a ſtubborn ag 
Would break its gentle priſon, ſpite of all 
Their efforts the fly tell-tale to detain. 7 
The mutual figh eſcap'd not unobſerv di. 
Their eyes now met again, and now retir'd, 
Fearing to look on that they wiſh'd to ſee ; 
Like the young ſchool-boy for his maſter's ſmile, 
Who hopes a nod, tho? fears the rigid frown. 
The bloom that left his cheek once more return'd, 
Albert requeſted Seymour to begin. | 


« Excuſe my filence,” ſaid the gentle youth ; _ 
Nor urge me to repeat what muſt afflict =O 5h 
t Such hearts as theſe my noble friends poſſeſs.” 
What means my friend?“ Conſtantio quick ex- 

claim'd; bed | 

« Tell me, was I 3 the aſk I 
« Or, I:“ rejoin'd Maria: © heav'n forbid !“ 
Continued ſhe with eager energy, 
« Neither, he anſwer” d: „ neither you, my 

friend; | 8 8 5 
% Nor you, too kind Maria. Spare me then, 
Nor. let me dare with ſorrow to repay 
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Such goble pr; and love.” _ 
All would not do: they beg'd again to hear ; 
And thus he ſaid, (oft ſighing as he ſpoke : 
« A flight miſunderſtanding, I believe 
« I ſcarce remember now the real cauſe; 
« Your brother Theodore miſtook my words, 
« And anger flaſh'd where friendſhip us'd to dwell. 
« No wonder then if I, unus'd to ſee 
% Ought but good nature ſmiling on his check, 
46 Was ſhock*d thus much at the uncommon 
4 change.” 1 8 | 
25 My brother angry K ſaid Maria 14 fte 6 
„Mou were deceiv'd ; and _y W the | 
4 frown. 
« Heſeldom is diſpleagd: "a this 1 know, 
« You are the laſt of all his intimates, 
« I'm ſure, on whom he could with anger look.” 
« O were it ſo, then I were bleſt indeed. 
« I might, perhaps, have been in fault, *tis true; 
« But if I was, I know not now my crime; 
A crime that chas'd the ſunſhine from his brow, 
« Which us'd to cheer me ever as I ſpoke,” .' 


Albert obſerving ſtill his voice was faint, 
Propos'd, nay urg'd him to lie down awhile, 
And by refreſhing ſlumbers to recruit 
That ſtrength he had ſo much enfeebled. He 


5 He held his peace; nor let a word . 
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Had kept i in mind young Seymour” 8 artleſs words; 3 
And gueſt the cauſe of Theodore's revenge 
Was in return for his well-meant advice. 


That might attract their curioſity, | 
And render both uneaſy at the tale. 
They roſe when Seymour went, and, as an walk'd, 
Conſtantio thus obtain'd his only wiſh 
To know the ſigh that *ſcap'd Maria's breaſt; 
Was for his worthy, tho? deſpairing friend. 
« I pity Seymour.“ So, indeed, do 1,” 
she anſwer'd with emphatic tenderneſs. 
_ « But what are we to think, Conſtantio? 
% Can we accuſe a brother, till we know 
« If he deſerves even our gentleſt chiding? 
« And can we ſee a friend like Seymour mourn - 
« In modeſt terms, ſo mildly amiable > 
« ] ſhould be loth to have remain with me 
«© The power of deciſion, in the cauſe 
| 10 Of a dean brother, and a—” | 
Si ug Dearer friend. ; 
« Met Sinn not ??? rejoin'd he: “ ſay, my love: 
« Ne' er heſitate to own thy boſom's thoughts. 3 
10 Am I not right, Maria ? Tell me, now, | 
« Were Seymour rich, and of my brother's rank, 
« Would you not from the gay unmeaning ſwarm, ? 
„(Who buz around the throne of lovelineſs,: +. © 
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« Unconſcious, careleſs of its inward worth, 
« Single him out a worthy favorite?“ 
« Conſtantio, ' ſhe replied with firmeſt tone, 

« Truſt me, his opulence would ſway me not 


A mind like his is far beyond the worth 


« Of all that wealth can purchaſe or poſſeſs. 

« Hear him converſe ; what purity of mind, -- 
«© What moral virtue breaks upon the ear! 

« No uſeleſs word he ſpeaks; from all he lays 

% We gain ſome new exalted ſentiment, | 
« That ſhews him worthy of old Albert's care. 
« We wonder at his knowledge ; ſoon we feel | | 


% Amazement ſwell, and burſt to admiration,” 


J with no more, my love, Conſtantio ſaid; 

« I fee thy partiality, and feel | 

&« More joy at this long-wiſh'd diſcovery, 

« Than if a monarch ſought Maria's love. 

« He loves my ſiſte r, long have I perceiv'd: 

« And yeſterday his paſſion he declar d, 

In terms of ſuch unparellel'd reſpect, - 

« Such ardent love, and yet ſuch modeſt hope, 

% could not but relieve his anxious doubt. 
« He mourn'd his orphan ſtate, his doubtful birth, 
(Still ignorant of where he firſt drew breath.) 
He ſighs deſpair, and yet requetts to hope; 


An which fond hope indulging ſince we met, | 
« He told his tale ng to T heodore; 
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(cannot doubt but that muſt be the cauſe 

« Of his diſpleaſure, and of Seymour's grief ;) 
«© Who yeſternight was vex'd at the advice 

« Fraternal love impel'd me to attempt; 


And threaten'd wrath on Albert, and my friend, 


« As the dictators of my ſchooling words. 
4 heard him ſwear his ſiſter ſhould not wed 
«© An outcaſt orphan, poverty's jean child, 

« Object of ſcorn, derifion, and contempt.” 


My dear, dear brother,“ the replied, «from you 


„ 'T*would be ingratitude to hide a thought: 
« My ſighs are but for him; my heart now n 
« Still ſadly doubting his recovery. 

Our friendly intimacy was approv'd 

« By my dear father, who has often join'd 

« Our mirthful fports ; all which aſſiſt to bind 
The tie of ſocial unanimity. 

Oft has he bade me mark his modeſt mien, 

« His mild reſpect, and yet his manly voice. 

« His actions follow'd up his noble words: 
„My father, who firſt taught me to admire, 

«© Made admiration kindle into love.— _ 

« But ſee, they beckon ; let us on with ſpeed ; 


« We make them wait, unconſcious of the hour.“ 


She took Conſtantio's arm, they tript along; 
He, joyful at the long-wiſh'd happy news; 
She, that the ſweet confeſſion now was o'er. 
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From that ſad day, if e'er Conſtantio met 

His angry brother, oft he would revive | 

His friend's (till hopeleſs cauſe ; but ſtill in vain. 

At length, when Theodore no more could curb 

That ruling pride that ſway'd his youthful breaſt, 

He ſought his new made friends, and —_ in. 
them | 

He found full recompence for that contempt, 

To which he ign'rantly interpreted 

A, loving brother's kind ſolicitude. : 

Three weeks had this ſhort friendſhip been poſſeſt; . 

But i in that time, alas! how oft the rule . 

He had ſo frequent vow'd to keep—was broken! 

They met by turns, perhaps three times a week, 

And each time was he urg'd to raiſe the ſtake. 

At firſt he kept his firm unalter'd vow; 

But ere he thrice had touch'd the magic cards, | 

He ſtagger'd, and conſented to the game, 

Which was from ſhillings to half crowns advanc'd. 

They ſtopt i not here: ; *twas crowns they now e- — 
pos'd; | 

And as thro? dang'rous cunning policy, 

He had of late been much allow'd to win, 

From crowns to gold they found an eaſy taſk | 

To get him to accede to. Now behold 

The party who, while ſhillings was the ſtake, 

Could play with pleaſure, cheerfully content; 
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Behold thoſe faces; where ſereneſt joy 
seem d ever to inhabit, ſadly chang'd 
To frowns of ſullen anger, and deſpair, 


For now the game ran hi ich; each n ſeem'd : 
| mr ey FOR 


-” 


On gain—that ſubtle 1 ruin of contents 3 * 
And Theodore, who once abhor'd an oath, + 
And ſhudder'd at ſo impious a thought, G 
Would ſwear, and bet, as eager as the reſt; 
A hapleſs proof how ſoon vice gains her end, 
If ever prudence quits the youthful breaſt. 
And-when once conſcience yields to its attack, 
In vain is reſolution to avoid NN 
Thoſe ſorrows which in conſequence arte. = = 
But, ah! one evil now had overta'en 
Poor Theodore ; who, drinking in his turn, 
Had nel er till now perceiv'd how much the game 
Had lefſen'd that which he before had gain'd. 
His private purſe he op'd; he knew his loſs; 
Driv'n to extremity, he raſhly dard 
To venture note by note, and ſo retrieve: _ 
But no; the tricks of ſharpers will prevail 
O'er inexperience: he, too, had forgot 
The kind advice of Albert; and now, ſtript 
of ev'ry guinea that he once poſſeſt, 
And every note he riſk'd to call them back, 
Aroſe, and left them his loſt ſpoil to ſhare. - 
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Albert, who once again had giv'n advices 
And once again receiv'd a haughty check, 
 Prompted by duty, reverence, eſteem, 

Had warn d old Mountague to ſave his ſon, 
From ruin quickly unavoidable, | 

By ſtrictly charging him ne*er more to meet, 
Or even ſpeak to, theſe his treach*rous friends: 
« For ſuch,” faid Albert, I am well convinc'd, 
4 Nay thoroughly inform'd, they all three are. 
«« Reſpect for you, and pity for your fon,” 
Continued he, “has caus'd me to procure 

<< The eharacters of thefe moſt dangerous men. 
Their characters I ſhudder to relate, 
4% And wiſh your ſon would never 1 them more,” | 


"3" 


As Theodore eier a, his father ſaw 
The change ſo viſible in either eye. 

No more he ſmiling graſp'd a parent's hand; 
No more he cheerfully would read aloud ; 

No more relate the journal of the day, 

Dwelling with pleaſure on each mirthful tale; 

He gravely paſs'd his father; filent tilt ; 

When thus the kind, indulgent parent ſpake, 

Thinking by kindneſs to reclaim his boy. 

« My ſon, of late I have been much concern'd, 

« Obſerving in your face a diſmal change 

« From cheerful gaiety to joyleſs gloom, 


* 
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« I would not aſk the cauſe ; I thought, perhaps, 


„It might diſtreſs you, and do me no good. 
“ But ftill increafing, rather than difpeFd, 
4 feel more anxious now to know and ſoothe 
4% The cauſe of that uneaſineſs, ſo plain 
ce Appearing deeply rooted on your brow. 
« The worthy Albert now has prov'd himſelf 
ce The friend of both: he told me all he ſaid 
« When firſt he met you coming from 8 I 
« And mourn'd his caution ineffectual : 
« But generoſity ſtill ſway'd his breaſt ; 
„And when he found advice would not prevail, 
« He came and ward me of the dreadful ſnare 
« Laid for thee by inſinuating youth, . 
« Who, under friendfhip's maſk, profane the name; 
% And flatter, while they wiſh but for thy ruin. 
e ſee all is not right; but ſhould it be 
(I've more than once had reaſon to expect) 
That you have need of money, having loft 
« All that compos'd your temporary ſtock, 
« Or if your honour is in pawn for debt, 
« Make me your friend, your only confident. 
« Accept theſe notes; in value fifty pounds. 
40 If they fall ſnort of paying what you owe, 
« Tell me ſincerely; let me know the whole: 
J will not chide you more; experience 
« We moſt of us muſt buy to know its worth. 


Wo 

| | 
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| T One thing I muſt-command ; you, I am ture, , 

[ 4 Will cheerfully with filial zeal obey: 5 

| « Shun theſe deceitful | friends; ; dread their * | 

| C Reſolve no more to join the treach'r rous gang. * 
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\ Wal 
1 ſee the circling hunt of noiſy men 5 
Burt law's incloſure, leap the mounds of right, i 
Purſuing and purſu'd, each other's prey, | | f | 
As wolves for rapine,as the fox for e | | 335 
Few bring back at ee 5 
Immaculate the manners of the morn. | ap 
Something we thought is blotted ; we reſolv'd, | 1 
1s ſhaken; we renounc'd, returns again, 85 
| Let us 9 : ah 
" Aft with cool prudence, and with manly temper. EN 
As well as manly firmneſs. ; bo. | 
Tis godlike magnanimity to keep, | F 
When moſt n our reaſon calm and clear. 24 
| : Thong/on. 9 


"2 
id 
10 
1 
; 


PLL 

WO 

. 
= 


2 


cc 8 then my u 'T hootoa aeclaim'd, 
Next morning, as he roſe, * does he ſuſpect 
« The honor and fair dealing of my friends? 

«: Unjuſt ſuſpicion cancels the kind deed 

« Which elſe his love had wrought. Muſt I re- 
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ec No more to ſee theſe friends ? wy laſt re- 
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0 My brother tutors me; old Albert chides; * 
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« Maria ſeems to ſhun me; Seymour too; ; 
« All join to make me wretched ; but thoſe three, 
« With whom J have enjoy'd ſo many hours, 

& And till laſt night I had my ſhare of gain; 
« How then can they deceive me ? *Tis but fair 
« To try with this ſome portion to retrieve, 

dc Perhaps the whole, I loſt when laſt we met.” 
Indulging the idea, he ſought the path 

Which led from out the garden to the road : 
There on a bench, o'erſhadow'd by the arms 
Wide-ſpreading from the elm trees! lofty top, 

He op'd his book. Alas! the bluſhing page 
Taught not reveal'd Religion's ſacred truths ; 
Moral or practical philoſophy ; | 

Dwelt not with wonder on God's works above, 
Nor pointed out each heavenly ornament : 
Told not how Milton fang in ſtrains ſublime, 
Nor how immortal Shakeſpear's fancy wrote : 
Shew'd not how Pope or Dryden's tuneful verſe 
Could waft imagination into bliſs ; 
Shew'd not the beauties of th' hiſtoric page, 
Nor charm'd the wand'ring fancy with a tale, 
The diQion, eaſe ; morality the theme ; 
But taught the Gameſter's art ; to rule the card; 
Or throw the dice at hazard's varying chance. 
Here, while he read, he heard the well known 
voice | | 
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THE GAMESTER'S PROGRESS, | 


Of Seymeut talking in fond ſtrains of love; 
Anſwer'd by ſweet Maria's frequent thanks. 
He ſtarted up with anger in his looks, 


And leapt the fence which id them from his 


View. 
The cauſe which authoris'd the fond diſcourſe 
Was of a nature en powerful. 


/ 
Maria oft, cer breakfaſt was prepar'd, 


Would much delight to hear the morning ſong 


Of the gay warbling tenants of the grove. 
There on a bank alone ſhe'd ſit, and read, 
While fancy ranging ever undiſturb'd, 

Brought the ſweet ſubject of the page to view. 
She ever us'd to love the tuneful place; 

But now, perhaps, her Seymour's reſidence 
Appearing at ſmall diſtance thro' the trees, 
Might be ſtill more attractive than the ſong 
Of the ſweet birds in mellow harmony. 

Here had ſhe rov'd, or near o'erſtept the bounds 
She uſually had choſen for her ſeat ; | 
And while intent on Gay's ſweet Paſtorals, 

The ſpot ſeem'd appoſite for rural ſports. 

And now a ruſtling in the hedge diſturb'd 

Her tranquil ſtudy : when ſhe turn'd her head, 
A man, in hideous maſk, and arm'd, appear'd 
To her affrighted view. She ſcream'd aloud, 
E 2 
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While he demanded money with an oath, 
To force her to immediately complr. 
Her purſe ſhe drew, which eagerly he ſnatch'd ; 
But ſcarce a minute paſt, when from the hedge 
Ruſn'd Seymour like a lion on his prey. 
Two furious blows he ſtruck at either arm : 
His cudgel broke, exhauſted with the force: 
The robber fled, nor did the youth purſue ; 
His thoughts were on Maria. She, ſweet girl! 
Had fainted as he-pverleapt the hedge ; 
Dreading to view a ſecond wretch in him: 
But when ſhe op'd her ſtill dejefted eye, 
As fearing to look up ; when Seymour ſpoke 
In accents ſoftly welcome ; words of thanks 
Were wanting to expreſs her gratitude. 
She call'd him her preſerver, ſaid ſhe ow'd 
More than her life could ever recompenſe. 
*T was then he dar'd (while kneeling at her feet) 
Declare his high aſpiring paſſion; then | 
He own'd the conflict in his noble breaſt, _ 
Between cold duty and all- conq'ring love. 
She could not anſwer; but in one ſweet look, 
She ſaid far more than volumes could explain. 
*Twas bliſs to him; he knew what check'd her 
ſpeech; 
He ſaw the barrier to happineſs; "2 
And having thrice upon her lovely hand 
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Muſt caufe a mutual diribdffcieſs; | 

She took his arm; and as they walk'd along, 
She cheer'd him with her innocent diſcourſe, 
Till, coming to the ſpot where Theodore 
Sat oppoſite, nor ſaw them till they ſpoke, 
He bad adieu in terms that well became 

is ſtation, and his ſpotleſs ſentiments; 
Which ſhe return'd ſo kindly affable, ' 

That rous'd her brother to behold the cauſe. 


She ſcarce could check the impulſe of his rage. 


Seymour remain'd, ſtill fearing his revenge 
Would light on the dear object of his heart: 
But, no; on him was all his anger ſhower'd, 
He thus forbad him e'er to venture more 
Within the bounds of Mountague's eſtate. 


« Proud fooliſh youth ! thou heedeſt not, I ſee, 


„The warning I have given thee before; 


« But hear me now: if e'er thou dar'ſt approach 


« Even ſo near as to yon garden gate, 

« Fo think to view that thou can'ſt never reach, 
« To my revenge I will reſign the curb, 

« And puniſh ſore the inſults I've receiv*d.” 

« If I to day have merited your thanks,” 

(Said Seymour to Maria, as he went,) 


« Thoſe thanks you have ſo plenteouſly beſtow'd, 


I 
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« Bleſt in the thought, felicity's my lot; 

« But to thy brother let me thus reply : 

« never did, nor ever will offend, 

% Intending an offence ; but ſince tis ſo, 

I truſt around the cottage in the grove, 
Are pleaſures to be found, to equal thoſe 

« Which play around thy manſion, ſaving this, - 
« Thy lovely ſiſter's preſence. Fare ye well!” 
They ſeparated; Seymour flowly back, 

Where half-way ſtood an oak's remaining trunk, 
Inviting weary travellers to reſt. 4 

*T was here he ſat in ſilent meditation; T 
Twas here he heard what he alone ſhould hear; 
For he ne'er practis'd liſt ning; and his care 
Was to prevent, and not to cauſe diſtreſs. 

Maria ſought her room; and Theodore 
Renew'd his book awhile; then flowly walk'd 
Along the path divided from the road 

But by a fence, which hid nought from his view. 
He heard his name twice call'd ; and looking up, 
Saw his friend Clareſon haſtily approach. 

He once attempted to avoid his fight ; 

But fear of ſhame's degrading laughter, check 4 
The motion of his undetermin' d ſteps. 

Clareſon o'erleapt the fence, and on they walk d, 
Till chance directed them at once to ſtop 

Right oppoſite to where young Seymour ſat, 
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Hid by a clump of buſhes from their vie; 
And Clareſon his 1 * began. | 


Hie told him that he had intended long 

| Adviſing all their future merriment 
Should be at ſome bye. unfrequented houſe 
Held; where their ſervants might not e'eri ſuſpect 
Their mode of recreation. "Twas, indeed, 

No fin ; but people would from each to each 

So magnify proceedings of this kind, 

That *twas on all accounts adviſeable 

To uſe precaution when they met again. 


(Still ſilent Theodore! could'ſt thou not ſurmount 


The baneful magic of a gameſter's voice? 

And could'ſt thou ſo forget thy father's gift, 

And ſtrict injunctions neꝰer again to meet 

Thy treacherous invet'rate enemies?) 

Silent he ſtood, and Clare ſon thus rene w'd 

His fatal arguments. He knew, he ſaid, 

A man who kept a room, ('twas ſome time ſince,) 
And who dar'd never ſcruple to permit 
Men of their conſequence to be his gueſts, 
gut ſtill,” ſaid Theodore, «he may allow 


% All thoſe who chooſe to n and then, you | 


know, | 
« All yet may be diſcover d. ( Pooh l replied 


The ſubtle Clareſon ; << maſks were always us'd 
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cc Whene' er they met. I have been there myſelf, + 
And hope, ere long, they Il ſee me there again. 
— Suppoſe we ſay. to-morrow ?, Hey 1 my friend? 
&« I'll tell both Moore arid Raymond to be there, 
« And get the maſks: at one/p'clock we meet: 
« *Tis my own thought, and ſuits as well as night. 
« Nay, better, as ſuſpicion then muſt ſleep, 

« And we ſhall taſte. the pleaſure undiſturb'd. 
Then dear, dear hazard ſhall ſucceed dull whiſt, 
«© O, Theodore the ſound of rattling dice, 

« The lucky nick that gains the deſtin'd ſtake, , 

« Produces joy which, cards can never cauſe |? _ | 
The ſcheme ſo ſuited Theodore, (who wiſh'd 
Unnotic'd to endeavor to retrie ve 

The ſum he had ſo lately loſt at play), 

He willingly conſented to the plan; 
And, pleas'd with the idea, that unperceiy > 
He might indulge with his beloved friends, 

| Ne'er gave a thought to duty, or reſpect, 
A parent's ſtrict injunction ſhould command; 
But left him, promiſing-to meet in time. 
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How ſtrange there ſhould be harmony in words 
Alluring giddy youth from virtue's path, 

So far beyond parental admonition! | 

But thus it 1s, or thus it ſeems to be. | 

Kind Providence makes innocence its care, 
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And leads its fav*rite-itto virtue's road, 

Yet wiſely leaves a path by which to ſtray, 
If once it dare to liſten to the voice, 

Or view with wiſhful eye the tempting FOO" 
That Vice and Folly ſport in to delude ; ; 
Ambitious of ſtill more felicity 

Than in content already it poſſeſſes, 
Conſcience'is plac'd the ruling governor 


O'er all the paſſions; and when once expos'd 


To Vice and Folly's treacherous perſuaſion, 
If it ſubmit, (and gainſt united arts 

Of ſuch great pow'r tis difficult to ſtand, 

If once the fatal parley is agreed, 


The whole main force muſt ſuffer by the loſs; 


As a whole hoſt of men, their gen'ral ſlain, 
And Prudence, Reſolution, Fortitude, 

Who once were valued equal to their worth, 
All fail, depriv'd of conſcience to command, 
His father's Kind advice was now forgot ; 


His gen'rous gift was thought on now. no more, 


But as the means of baniſhing the ſound 
Advice had left ſtill tingling in his ear. 
Seymour in haſte return'd'to Albert's cot, 
And duty bad him (word for word) relate 
What he had 15 diſcover'd. | 

„ Once again,“ 
Said Albert, as he finiſh d the account, 
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« Will we endeavour to reftore the youth | 

« To reaſon and morality. In vain” 

« I yet have tried; but ſtill I may ſucceed ; 

« The plot I now have thought of ſeems to fuit 

« So well with their intentions. Maſks will aid 

« Our excellent deſign: you ſhall know all / 

« As ſoon as I have feen Lord Nasusbeg dt. 

He left him, and was walking from the cot, 

When the good Mountague himſelf appear'd; 

Who ſought his ſon, and for a morning walk 

Had kindly lengthen'd his intended FE | 

To pay the good old hermit of the grove 225 

A friendly viſit at his rural hut. "9h 

They enter'd, and in e app \ xg with- 
drew, | 

| When Albert told him all he juſt had heard; "oy 

And then confeſt his plan to bring him back 

To apt reflection on the ſhameful life 

To which he had by cunning been enſnar*d, * 

And which he led in company with thieves, 

He ſaid be thought the only way now left 

Was to diſguiſe, and join the gambling crew : | 

There to behold the manner of the game, 

Strictly to watch the ſkilful trickery 

Of nimble-finger*'d ſharpers, and the arts 

They us'd to gain the vaſt enormous ſtake 

Deſpair might make the victim raſhly riſk, = 
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If ſuch they prov'd, he had a laſt reſource/, 


Which he would not explain, till they had ſeen F 5 


Whether 'twas ſo or not; and as the room 


Was eaſy of acceſs in maſquerade, 
They might ſecurely enter, and obſerve _ - 


The tricks of knaves the while ſuſpicion ſlept. 
The plan ſeem'd feaſible ; *twas ſoon agreed ; 8 
And Albert promis'd to conduct him there 
At the appointed hour; and reſolv'd 


To let no action paſs by unobſerv'd: 6 


For well he knew the various deceits 

(By ſad experience taught) that ſharpers uſe 

To gain the high depending ſtake ; he knew _.,1* 
That inexperience muſt of courſe become _.. -. 
To artifice and fraud an eaſy prey; 

And therefore he reſolved once again 

To call a wretched ſcene to memory, 

Which nought but the high reverence he bore . 
The hapleſs parent ever could have caus'd. 

He was prepar'd to mingle in the game, 

And try, by ſad conviction, to produce 

In Theodore's contaminated breaſt, 

A ſenſe of his deſtructive courſe of life. 


Now turn we to Maria; who, before 
Three hours had elaps'd fince her alarm, 
Receivꝰd a parcel from her ſervant maid, - 
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In at the gate 3 thro wn. 

She wonder'd while ſhe broke the he: out... 

And ſaw a picture that her purſe contain'd 

When that the villain ſnatch'd it in the un. 25 

(The dear reſemblance of a mother's face; | 

The parting pledge of a fond mother's "di 

"Twas, wrapt in many papers, to:extend _ .. 

The packet to a reaſonable ſize ; 

And oft ſhe look'd in vain; for not a word 

Appear'd informing her from whence it came. 

At length on one, a ſcrap of rumpled white, 

That ſeem' d a letter's counterpart, ſhe read, .- | 

« Charles Ramone on. he! "tis he!” ſhe 
cried; . = 

« I've ow the villain in my wes! 8 bench 1 

She had already, told him of the theft, 

( Who oft moſt ſolemnly had ſworn revenge: ) 

Yet fearing anger, doubtleſs, would impel 

That fury oft ſo dreadfulin effect, : 

If he ſnould know the author of the deed, 

She kept it cloſe, a ſure, tho* dreadful proof 

Of his aſſociate's ſullied principles. 

Her father had lamented more than once, 

In confidence to his beloved girl, 

The change in Theodore; and well ſhe knew 

Some plan was now about to be purſu'd, 

T* endeavour to recall him-e'er too lates 
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What then ſo ſtrong au stgufent as thi ES 
Her pocket ho contain'd? She told not bag? 
But ſought her father's further confidence, y 
Which he with pleafure gave her to enjoy. 
He told her of the plot they had in view, 
And promis'd to relate the whole account 
When he return'd from the heart- breaking trial. 
The hour arriv'd, and Mountague was met 
By Albert; and in maſks they ſought the houſe; . 
And as the man announc'd'to thoſe at play 
(Moore, Clareſon, and their victim Theodore,) 
Two gentlemen beg'd leave to join their ſet, 
They ſaw the eyes of Clareſon ſparkling bright, 
For joy to think what freſh ſupplies approach'd ; 
And Theodore ſeem'd eager as the reſt. 
« But where can Raymond be? amaz'd he cried; 
He us'd not do delay. My deareſt friend 
„ Muſt be unwell, I fear: can any tell 
The cauſe of his 28, . YG” Moore re. 
plied 25 | 11 
ce He bruis'd his arm this morning by a fall, | 
«© And keeps his bed: _ come; ne'er think of 
pe him; pl: | F = 
« *Tis not for us to think. —Come—Here 8 a 
46 main. 12 [ | e. * 4 
Now all was flent, fave the is Wund dice, 


Till fortune frown'd on Theodore again, ones © 
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78 THEODORE ; OR; 


And ſeem'd determin'd to reward deceit, 
For Clareſon gain'd what he and Albert loſt. 
Mountague likewiſe car'd not how he far'd, 
For Albert had advis'd him at the firſt, 


And promis'd him he had ſufficient caute, 


For what indeed was in appearance ſtrange. 

The game ran high, and Theodore once more 
Was ſtript of every ſhilling he poſleſt. | 

But Albert more than once detected Moore 

In an attempt to change a loſing throw; 

And tho' he made it not an open caſe, | 

Jog'd Mountague, who plainly ſaw the act. 
And now commenc'd the woe- fraught dialogue, 
Which muſt be mention'd here as from the mouths 
Of thoſe from whom the diff rent ſpeeches fell, 


As better calculated to expreſs. 


The meaning in the cleareſt point of view, 
Than in the way we have as yet purſued, + 
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And thirefois wert thou bred to virtuous ee 
And wiſdom early planted in thy ſoul, 190 
That thou might'& know to rule thy fiery ee 


TH bind their reges and r. weir See 3 | 


Tho plung'd in ills, and exercis'd in care, 
Yet never let the noble mind deſpair; 
When pre by dangers, and beſet by foes, 
The gods their timely ſuccour interpoſe; 3 
And when our virtue ſinks, oerwhelm'd with grief, 


| unforeſeen expedients bring relief, . 
be | oY a Phillips, 


Movnracus, TarODORE, Alsrar, CLARBSON, 
e eg 1 f 


2 headores. 


Tas throw decides . fate; there reſt my 
hopes; 
My all is _— or, my. an is loſt (Throws. + 


ly, riet, indeed! 4 


Theodore. Then 1 Go n loſt indeed: 
For never can I 1 10 ſee the face 
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80 | | THRODORE 3 ok, 


Of him I have ſo vilely diſobey'd: | 

No more can I approach, and ſee the ſmile . 
Bedeck his aged cheek ; or ſmile return, 

While my ie heart denies the cheerful brow. 


(au, 


Clareſon. What, meditating, Theodore? Come. 


— 


Theodore. 7 Rt. wala) | 
To you it is Lowe the miſery ' ..' © 


That reſignation ſcarce has power to bear: 

In that laſt ſtake, O, what a mine of wealth | 

(Or what's more dear than wealth, by far) I've 
loſt! 

A father's love, a father” 8 happineſs; | 

My honour, which was pledg'd to play no more. 


My laſt poor guinea th what now ſhould 


follow, 1 \ 
To ſuit with both my feelings and aeſerts, 
But that this arm, which ye have taught to ſting, 
Should end By inward torture with wy WE ? 


© Mountague. This wounds me deep! 7 
(46 ae to WOE. P, 


Albert to s But yet you 40 not know 
If *tis the impulſe of deſpair in grief, | 
Or penitence unfeigned for his guilt. 
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Moore. Pooh ! prithee talk not ſo deſpairingly: ; 
Who knows how Tuck Oe turn? 0 To Tere} 


1 *? 


57 1 1 3 Talk not t of that; 


My purſe is empty as myſelf of worth, 
Empty as are my promiſes, or hopes. 
When firſt we met, how cheerfully we play'd 1 
Like ſocial friends in innocent employ. 
But ſoon you vilely drew me into guilt ; 
Awaking thoughts, which elſe had ever ſlept, 
To lead me to the fatal goal of ruin. 
Jo you I owe my guilt; to you my grief, 
My loſs of honor, truth, parental love, 
My baniſhment from a fond parent's houſe; | 
For never will I dare approach his gate. 
To you I owe a ruin'd orphan's curle, 
Take it between vou. . Franticly. )/ 

c To Mount. and Albert.) You ſeem ſtrangers here, 

O, if you ſtill are ſtrangers to the vice . 
Of theſe accompliſdd maſters, (till be ſo : 
Let me perform ſome ſervice &er I fink. 
From noble Mountague's firſt ſon and- = hy 
Toa mean wanderer, who lives by ſcraps. 
Let this, my fate, deter you from the path 
Which, when once enter'd, never can be left. 
If you have not begun the vile career, | 
You know not how impoſſible it is 

| F 
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84 +THEODORES/ Oo, 


Let my example ſave one youth from, zuin. "ns | 
»Twill throw a gleam of comfort on a ſoul 


Sullied . hs and darken'd by deſpair. 


* 


1 e afide n to Abert. 45 Mark nis ae ; tis 
what myſelf would ſay: _. Fu 
Diſtreſs has 1 him back to penitence. 


(Albert afide to . ) Do not tyot tho 5 your- 7 
- ſelf; you cannot tell 600 | 


Whether *twill guard him *gainſt a FROM Fay 


I ſee in Clareſon's eye a ſubtle ſmile, 
As if not yet content: he ſeems reſolv'd 


To f. [omg : ſeems to fear his words elſes. 


Theodere. Well may you whiſper, well PRE (you 
deride | | 10 
The victim driv'n to fate's . verge; ; 
But do not drive me farther than the brink; 
Indeed, it wants not much to plunge me in, 
Where ſweet oblivion finiſhes hey woes. 


8 
11 


I 
4 * 


Albert. Miſtaken Jr think thou it is de. 
creed 
For guilt to end the torture of niet” 
By ſinning more againſt the heav'nly will? 
Thinkeſt thou Iweet oblivion to gain ? | 
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No; if 'tis pain —— ereng At e 
Let reſignation teaeh you to atone Nr 50. 
For crimes which meet deſerv'dchaſtfement. 1 


( Theodere amazed. F) Is this the houſe to witneſs | 
of mycrimes? SV 

Is it beneath this roof that T have loſt - 
Such treaſure irreclaimable ? is this 
A houſe expos'd to riot and miſuſe, 
Or Albert's cot in yonder peaceful grove ? 
For ſuch ſweet ſentiments his wiſdom breathes, 
Such is the worthy'H Hermit's pious ſtrain. 


(Moore 70 Albert. ) Hermit, indeed | What made 
yon join with us, | 

And with your canting tongue profie our rites 3 

We never trouble hermits. Come, Sir, march; 

Or play rea turn, and talk no more ſuch auf. 


Clareſon: He mall not ot play ; 4 he will infect the dice. 
Let's leave him to his thoughts; - while we in deeds 
Endeavour to atone for loſing time, 

In idly liſt'ning to his ſanRtity. = | 

Moore. Come, quit the room. . no; he may 
look on: 

We'll let him ſtay for reformation- s ſake. 
And You, 15 you may join us, if you pleaſe, 
e e (To Mountague.) | 
F 2 


= a ru soso; 8 


As yet you have not troubled us with W Le 

T like you for it: throw, and ſtand your chance. 

But hang your cprit long. tl n's the. 
main | 


Come, Theodore, 1 long: for your laſt ten. 


. Theodore. I have not ſixpence left to o Sag he 
world. 

Ha! Clareſon, why. that ſmile at my diſtreſs? | 
Not yet content? You wiſh to ſee me mad. 
Why, truly, little would produce your Wiſh : 
Increaſing woes, like mine, require ſome (kill 
To combat with ; they wound almoſt too deep. 
This morn I might have roſe the child of bliſs; 
A father's ſmiling love firſt met my view, | 
To ſay, my follies paſt were all forgot. 
My honor pledg'd to.merit his eſteem, . 
Was as a bulwark gainſt a future crime. 
But, ah ! my honor's loſt ; his love is gone; 
His name diſgrac'd, his offspring prov'd a curſe: 
But ſtill I. know his mild, his gen'rous ſoul; 
He would not curſe his boy, his Theodore; #4 
Still would he preſs me to his burſting heart, 
And while along his aged.cheeks the tear 
Would check tht intended ſmile, (as juſtice «ous 
To triumph over mercy, when inclin ” if | 
To thoſe unworthy « of her clemency,) , 

The victory would ſill be eur en d; 
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So tend ernets would lighten the decree 0) 157 
An injur” a parent juſtly ſhould pronounce.” W 
But no: I now have wrong'd him; now have loſt 
A. moſt indulgent father's confidence, ; 

And haſte from his offended light for ever. ( Gilg. 9 


Clare ſon. And will you then reject a | friendly 
chance ? | 

Will you refuſe, before vou hear it made, 

An offer that way” 1 all 1 85 again | 


Theodire, Ha! ſet all Iright ! tis far beyond TH 


power 
Of mortal poſſibility 1— 


Clareſon. | | Ar't ſure 
Two hundred pounds may yet. pe rhaps perform 
W hat an r in vain. 


Theodore. Two hundred! thrics that 17 55 ve. 


long' d to me, 

er th gone br ce thy a ph Sang of pilferers— 
Moore. Nay, prithee leave out titles, Theodore: 
Are we then curſt, becauſe we won your caſh ? 
If ſo, you ſhould rejoice : for, tho? you 've loſt 
Your total ſtock, you' ve likewiſe loſt a curle, 


Theodore. Jeſlipg but ill becomes you 
F 3 
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Clareſo . Nlleed him: not; 
But liſten to thy true unalter d Wee Ning 
1 have an offer tnt your regard. 


(Meountague afide to Albert. » 0 heav” M. if alter 
this he turn again 5011 

What can I hope ? or what can I —_ N 

Let him behold his ſtill fond father's face, 

And let me fave him from th impending wo 

For ſtill methinks I ſee diſſembling ſmiles . | 

Accompany young Clareſon's wily tongue ; x 

As the fell ſnake, who, when intent to wound, 

Comes bounding, clad in beauteous gaiety. 


Albert aſide in anſwer. ) Take my advice once 
more, and try to curb 

The fond emotion riſing to impel | . 
A quick diſcov'ry : ſhould thy turn advance, . 
Refuſe not then thy throw: my careleſs zeal 
Proyok'd them to diſmiſs me from the game. 8 


Clareſon. You have a fi a mann. 


Ne. What of 181 2 » 1 | 
} 
Clarefon. Nay, do not ſtop me thas,. before you 
know | 

The purport of my ſpeech, Think me your friend, 
You have a ſiſter, dend on VIDEOS 3 


wo 7 
by”, ob 
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Of virtue and accompliſhments far more OY 
xv) 
Than one like me can dare aſpire to gain: 51 115 
Should I attempt to aſk her for my wife, 1 ug ; 
You would with indignation ſpurn me hence, 
Unworthy of her hand; with ſharp reply, 
„My principles and mode of life denied 
« Love's purity to penetrate my heart? 
But truſt me, Theodore, I love the mad. 
And would to-morrow marry her, if you boA " 
Would but o'erlook thoſe follies you. have, g e 5e 
And urge it as a common friend to both. 
In recompence for which, if you conſent, 1 
Two nun pounds ſnhall e be your” 's, 


| Theodore: ©, God! am 1 then lan fo vow as 
. 

What! take a bribe to ruin ſpotleſs honor! } 477-0 
For to a gambling libertine to wed 4 
A maid of ſuch unſullied name and worth, 
Would be, in that unerring book, where all 
Our ſins are regiſter'd; in{crib'd no leſs. 1 3 
No, let me ſpurn the offer, as I would, ST ee 
The baſe jagen villainous . e : 
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Clareſon. Nay, at pour ehoice; it gives x me n 
concern: WI 
I can find pleaſure with two hundred Soya 
Equal to * your ſiſter's charms cout gives 
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Theodore. Two: thouſand dens or twice ten 
times the ſum̃ 5942 bl. 
Could neꝰ er procure you e ble 
With that a virtuous woman does 13883 4 
When ſhe reer n eien 
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Moore, 1 will not preſs y _ Theodore. 5 
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if 
Wo 
4 
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ann ES Not I. 

I thought my offer liberat and fair; ; 
I offer'd it but as a friendly chance. 
Two hundred pounds! why you _ gain the 

ſum | 
Of all you've loſt in twenty minutes; aye, 
Or half the time. *Tis folly to refuſe. 
Is it not, old friend Graybeard? All Take 

| 8 5 (to Albert. ) 

Is liberty to woo and win the maid, 5 
Without his interference, if I can. 


Albert. It ſeems to me as liberal and fair 1 rd 
An offer as he could expect from 9. Py 4 
"Tis of a FRE WH ba Wi pals (dis ) 


Clareſon. Why that's well ſaid, hoy ; what lay you, 
my fr iend i ? 


| Quytague, It is an offer ſo uncommon, Sir, 
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It ſtruek me very forcibly,-T.own jo 7 wn 11nd 
He could expect no better; and, indeed, 
I wonder he withſtands to treut' wit you; 
Or, rather, treat you as you juſtly merit. Cole ) 
How ſhould T joy to ſee his nervous am 
Daſh to the earth the author of his woe, 
Urg'd by a ſenfe of this freſh injury'! ! | 
But, ah ! he ſeems to ſmile : protect him heav'n! 
O, no: he has rejected heaven's care, 
And now muſt meet temptation as he can. 

( Garg and Moore not finding Theodore anf ers R 

lock at him ſledfaſt! 95 and are going: ) 


1 . : 
3s 3 Fx) 


Theedore. Stay, Clareſon, lay, ; and ſhall 1 by this 
wretch? | 
And vilely barter ſpotleſs 8 ? 
But, no: he ſays he means not that. What then, 
Does he imagine J can bear to ſee 
My ſiſter courted ſo unworthily ? 
What if ſhe be attracted by his words, 
Caught by his wily ſnares, as I have been; 
How can I know myſelf the-cruel cauſe, 
And bear to. ſee her in a gameſter's arms? 
But, ah ! ſhould fortune be propitious now, 
And give me back, perhaps; tenfold my loſs— 
Why, what a fool am I to waſte a thought! 
It muſt be ſo. To loſe the offer'd chance 
Were folly in th” extreme Af.) 
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90 |  THEODORE'; OR, 


(To Clareſon.) | 1 will conſent. 
Give me the money, and the chance is yours. 
Win her, and wear her; I'll not ſay you nay. 


ce Tis ready'; ay for the ny | 


W Content—(* Throws. Jad 'Tis mine — 
| Hundred! 
Clare ſom. | As you will. 
With all my heart—'Tis . 


A That cuts me deep. 
Once more a hundred! | . 


dur | | What, ſo rn Wer . 


Theodore. Pſhaw | throw } the devil! 
Clareſon. _ | Nay, * tis as you pleaſe, Y 
I have it. | | DN 


Theodore. | Sew have I no more than this ? 
Clareſon, ſome dæmon favors every throw. x; 
Cons Sir, now you and I will try a caſt, 
| Pans (To Mountague: 9 
Fifty on this my laſt—tis mal? or ut. 

This ſingle throw once more decides my fate, 
Fills me with hope, or ſinks me in deſpair, 
Never to * again. 
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Mountague. O fatal throw 1. 
Does i depend on me to ea wy fate? 


. 70 ent » | 


pen” it not, but att 0 the caſt. 


nn come, Sir; nel er fear me: tho" I loſe 


my all, 
"Twill matter nought to you. Why] how. you ſhake 1 


"og you the palſy 7 


( 1 aſide.) Muſt I too bear this P 
( They throw. ) 


Theodore. *Tis thine 1—my laſt, laſt note—my 
only chance. , | 

Curſt be the throw, and doubly curſt the dice ! lp. 

Curſt be thoſe friends | 


Moore. we'll tarry not your curſe, _ 
With you-wn moe again. (To Mountague and Albert.). 


* 


6 Clareſm „eee, 3 ; Remember me... 


(They go out.) 


ii 8 4 


N MN 


Nan! 


e curſt be thoſe friends who led me to 


the ſnare, FEM op | 
And curſt the, e gain of my laſt— : 
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Mad headſtrong begs 1 dein Win roving g tongue! : 
Curſe not thy father; he to whom you owe 
Hou more than 0 thy care can e' er repay. 


N my unmaſk.) 
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Ea Yes, Theodore, thy baer *tis who 
ſpeaks. — 
O, Theodore! my ſon ' that I ſhould live 
To ſee ſo ſadly chang'd my ſweeteſt hopes l 
Thou wert the comfort of my waning years; 
Thou wert thy ſiſter's guardian; brother's friend: 
Thou wert my chiefeſt hope; my deareſt joy 
Was but to trace in thee my youthful ſteps, 
And in Maria view thy mother's form: 
But, O! thy ſiſter's guardian has betray” d, 1 
Has barter'd his in valuable truſt; i 
His brother's friendſhip has unjuſtly ſevtn' d; 
His father's love has injur'd and forgot. 
Hadſt thou been told theſe things, what Weng 1 
thou ſay 
The cruel guardian” $ reach) ry did deſerye?.. 
Thy tongue would want appropriate terms to ſhew 
The puniſhment he amply merited. 
9, heodore ! 'tis thou——my ſon [ my fort 
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Pa Bae 0 Jeghly injur'd goodneſs] do I hear 
Thoſe pardoning lips Pronounce the name of ſon? 
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I v was thy ſon's? unworthy of the name, 
Let me then bear the puniſhment my due, 
But if you knew my agonizing pangs 
Vou would not with them heighten'd or prolong'd. 
Haſt thou not heard me ſay a villain's words? 
Haſt thou not ſeen me play a villain's part? 
When thou remember'ſt that, remember too, 
I feel a villain's torturing remorſe, 
Without a hope for one poor ray of comfort. 
Hal one ray cheers my ſoul amid the gloom 
Of melancholy heighten'd by deſpair 
I did not think I e'er ſhould have renew'd 
That old acquaintance once I held with bliſs, 
My ſiſter is preſerv*d1 my father heard 
The ſhameful contract, and his tender love 
Will warn her to defeat th* approaching ſnares 
Adieu | er Lind, "ny Picus A 
L (To Albert. * 
Thy counſels liſte been ſcorn'd ; thyſelf abus d: : 
But you will pardon.—Ah1 not that alone; 
Man's pardon is not all: how can I dare, 
For this accumulating load of ſin, 
To hope for pardon, where the word is bliſs? 
Sweet everlaſting cancellor of guilt! 
No, no—O, Sir, let my example prove 
A warning to Conſtantio.—Ah! but why? 
He needs it not; he never ſcorn'd advice, ; 
But treads the path of virtuous honeſty, 
While I deſpairing haſten from the world, Tong] 
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9 Mountague. "Fray Theodore | the e voice of peni- 
tens 


(When I perceive | th · 6th Wüncke unfeign) 
Shall never plead i in vain, O with what Joy 
Would Fagain embrace my eldeſt fon! 
Reclaim'd to Honor's path! O, Theodore?! 
Had'ſt thou avail'd thyſelf of Albert's words, 
Had'ſt thou but ta'en his counſel, and reſolv'd, 
(But that thy eyes were dim'd by outward ſhew, 
And flatt ry's maſk conceal'd their villain's hearts,) 
Hadſt thou refolv'd to watch with'earneſt eye 
Each ſubtle fign, thou could'ſt not but perceive 2 
That unfair dealing govern'd every throw, 
And fraud obtain'd your money, not the game. 
Still I perceive a ſettled miſbeliefß 
Pervade your countenance: thus then I'11 clear 
Myſelf from foul}, unjuſt ſuſpicion's guilt, | 
And thee reſtore, to me, and to thyſelf. £ 
Come, let me claſp thee once more to my! heart. if 
All is forgiven ; all ſhall be forgot, 
When you have ſeen, and own'd, the knavery, . 
That has undone you, in your faithleſs friends. 
Albert and I will meet them here again, Hehe; 
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And, as a proof that fraud obtain d your gold, | 

The ſelf ſame fraud in mine, and Albert's bands, | 

Shall then regain the Plunder you have loſt. a : 
{ 


Albert. Come to my cot: the aa ary nie, co 
The incidents which made me what I am, 
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I will relate, while you with wonder hear. 
Then will you know my power to reſtore _ 
- The ſums you've loſt; and I far once will count,, 77 


A crime an act of juſtice. What's obtain d ane 


By induſtry and juſtice ſnould be kept, | 
And long may all ſuch riches be enjoy'd ; 
But fraud mult pilfer fraud; and in the act 
I go that day to do, may heav 'n regard | 


My pure intentions; ; not the deed itſelf ; | a 00 l 


My wiſh to open thy deluded eyes, 
And not a crime that ſtrikes} me with abhorrence, 


Theodore.” 0 unexampled goodneſs ! have I then | 


Obtain'd unpleaded pardon? am I ſtill 
The heir of noble Mountague, thy ſon ? 
O let me ſwear my future life ſhall ſhew 
My beſt endeavour e the name. 


Mpunfague. My ſon, no more: : but to ola 
Albert one; 

Let us withdraw, where he ſhall kindly tell 
The memoirs of his youth : and you will ſee | 
(For I have heard him once, his tale relate) 
The triumphs } he obtain'd oer dark deſpairy . 
That diCtated the crime of ſuicide; „ 
A ſilent remedy for tort' ring grief. 3 
Experience taught him to admoniſh you; ; 
O ho rejoic'd I was to find it firuck ,,, 


” * 
4 2 1e 2 2 TALFIES 
3 F- 5 2 1 PS A FO * : & 2 * 1 4 E 4 1 K . 94 


* 


OR | 
9 + THEODORE 3 OR, 


8 4 CAM L - 
Erne. — 4 * 
3 Us, 5 12,64 ee \ 


So forcibly the feelings of your heart! 
_ Tho? now unanimouſly we converſe, 

I truſt when next we meet at this curſt houſe, 
We ſhall depart unanimous in thought. 
For tis the only wiſh of axious age, 
To teach gay youth to ſhun the ſnares of vice, 
By ſtrong conviction, that her ſpecious art, 
By flattery ſupported to delude, 
Serves but to hide a ee enemy. 
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When the ſweet cot they reach'd, ende hath 
They. heard the old man's tale, and oft remark'd 
The ſad fimilitude ; which ever caus d : 
More fervent thanks from Theodore to thoſe 
Who had ſo timely ſnatch'd him from his ruin, 
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date Fa Nee e 
The det ſometimes from virtue's path recede; 
But if th intent be good, excuſe the deed. 


There's a divinity that ſhapes our ends, 
Rough hew them how we will, 
| Shakeſpeare. 
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ANp fair Maria claims attention now. 


She watch'd till Mountague had ſought the room 


He made his frequent ſtudy; op'd the door; 

And vent'ring in, was welcom'd by a ſmile. 

She now diſplay'd the picture, and the name 

Which had accompanied it unobſerv'd; 

A mark of heavenly juſtice, to betray 

The perpetrator of the brutal theft, 

He bad her keep them till a time arriv'd 

That they might be of wonderful avail, 

Which time he would prepare her to expect. 

This charming mark of filial confidence | 
He now return'd, by warning of the ſnare 
Her gambling lover lily might attempt. 

Hie told her not her brother had agreed, 

Nor of the poor conſideration given; 

But ſaid, he heard that Clareſon had refoly'd 

0 l 
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« To win the daughter of Lord —— 
It was enough to place her on her guard: 
She vow'd obedience ever to his will, 
And left him to reflect on what had paſt, 
And form ſome plan to fruſtrate the deſign 
The gameſter for his offspring had in view. 
Albert was introduc'd, and thus began 
My Lord, I long have ballanc'd in my mind, 
Whether tis better to abide the loſs, 
« Or riſk a crime to call it back again. 
« But thus can conſcience make the crime an act 
4 Of juſtice ; nay, of charity to both. 
« We both are well convinc'd by unfair means. 
They gain'd the kind ſupplies your bounty gave 
« Your ſon from time to time. We likewiſe know 
«Tis juſtice to defend the weak oppreſt; 
And as we cannot right the injur'd youth, 
„ But by the act by which he has been wrong'd 
„ Employ'd againſt his plunderers, no crime 
« Can that be call'd that juſtice ſo impels. 
« Again, it will appear but charity | 
% Both to themſelves, and all unwary youth, 6 
% On whom they might have fix'd their fatal eye, 
« Intending them for Theodore's ſucceſſors. _ 
« Now, if we gain the ſums their fraud has won, 
They may reſolve to quit the dang'rous, game, 
And with deſpair, repentance may unite, - 
« Preventing farther acts of fin in them, 
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& And ſaving many victims from their ſnare. ? 
Such reaſoning to Mountague appear dd 
Extremely juſt, and ſuited to his win 
And when the time appointed was arriv*d,” 
They went, accompanied by Theodore, 
In a diſguiſe that quite conceal:d his age, 
To meet the victims of their juſt deceit. | 
Raymond had join'd his friends; tho” {till fo weak 
He ſcarce could fit upright : but hope of gain 
From the rich ſtranger, (for twas by that name 
They all diſtinguiſh*d noble Mountague) 
Had power to draw him from the ſickly couch. 
Albert aſſum'd a different diſguiſe, N 
And play'd with ſpirit to keep up the ſcene. 
And now the bets ran high, the ſtakes were great, 
And Mountague began to feel the power 
The magic dice poſſeſt by Albert given; 
For they had been ſo cunningly prepar'd, 
The winning numbers had been twice engrav'd ; | 
And thus the chances doubly favour'd him. 
This was the point which conſcience could not 
ſmooth, | 1825 
Till, by an apt reflection on the cauſe, 
Twas reconcil'd to countenance the deed. 
Sighs, winks, and exclamations were in vain, 
Tho? oft repeated by the gambling crew. 
Albert and Mountague gain'd every throw, 
Except juſt here and there, to take away + - + 
G2 
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Sulpicion, which might elfe have been awakened ; 


While Theodore in ſilent wonder ftood, 
Obſerving how they ſeldom miſt the ſtake. 

He now perceiv'd how he had been miſled, 
Nay, really plunder*d, by the men he thought 
Patterns of friendſhip, honeſty, and truth. 
He ſaw them, ſpite of all their means to cheat, 
To Albert yield, foil'd by ſuperior ſkill. 

Each way they tried produc'd the ſame effect; 
All prov'd unequal to the higher throw 

Of Mountague and Albert, or appear'd © 
'Deceit too open to eſcape their eye. 

And then in ſnhname they would excuſe egen 
As not perceiving” they had dealt unfair. 


Each had been home, or ſent for an increaſe, 


Which went the way the reſt had gone before; 
And tho? they knew ſome unfair means were tried 
(Tho' imperceptible) they dare not ſpeak, 
Conſcious of their attempts to do the fame, + 

Tho? all unable to eſcape conviction. «+ 

Their ſtock exhauſted, and the game broke ap. 
(For they had all agreed to play no more,) 

They could not keep their tongues from Soap 
And were proceeding to a loud abuſe, 18 
When Albert thus addreſt them: Yeltrday | 

« I made my firſt appearance in your ſet; 

« I am the man at whom ye all ſo:laugh'd, © 


« When I advis'd the youth ye baſely — | 


THE CAM EST ERS PROGRESS. 101 
« Againſt the dreadful crime of ſuieide: 
« could not but obſerve the unfair ways 
« By which ye gain d, or rather fole the ſtakes ; 
« And grew reſolv'd to play that game on you, 
« By which you vilely thus defrauded him. 
„When I was young, I too was led away 
By a deteſted crew of gambling youth, 
And deeds enſu'd would wound me to relate: 
« I learn'd the ways of ſharpers; oft deceiv'd 
% Unwary youth, who ſcoff d at kind advice; 
„And headlong plung'd, regardleſs of our ſnare. 
Into the overwhelming dread abyſs. 
« But by this deed of puniſhing a vice 
Jever ſhall have fatal cauſe to rules 
«© I hope I merit pardon for the crime. 
«« You cannot claim your right to what I've won. 
« Nor do I claim it as my-own:for uſe ; 
«© But, on the firſt occaſion that may chance, 
Shall to the lawful owner all reſtore. 
«© Few words are beſt; your characters at ſtake ; _ 
know ye, tho? ye little think Ido;; 
Bid ye be cautious how ye dare proceed: 
% The matter ſhall be ſecret from the world: 
« But if ye offer to maintain your right 
To that ye ſo unlawfully purloin'd, 
« Expect the public eye to view your crimes, 
Expect the public voice to mock your ſhame. 
T hey went. The gameſters, in amazement wrapt, 
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At firſt perceiv*d not they had left the room, 

Till ſome few minutes paſt: and Clareſon then 

At length broke ſilence. There is one W a 
yet, 33 

« May ſet all right again tis my turn now 

« To uſe the ſentence ; once *twas Theodore's ; 

« His ſiſter may be won; her fortune then 

4% Will doubly recompence this evening's loſs ; 

% And reſt aſſur'd, my fellow ſufferers, 

« Ye both ſhall ſhare the treaſure. Twere unfair 

© To ſhare the loſs, and not partake the . 


The next FIR came; and, as they had agreed, 
All met at an appointed rendezvous:: 5 
From thence they ſlowly walk'd to meet the 

maid, 1 5 | ads 
Whom, with her father, and his Theodore, 
They ſaw advancing for an ev*ning's walk, 
They all were welcom'd ; and the lovely girl 
Flew to the garden to prepare the tea, 
In her dear father's favorite alcove. 
She ſeem'd unconſcious of each winning word 
Or compliment that Clareſon frequent gave ; 
And Mountague appear'd quite ſociable, 
And unſuſpecting of th” intended ſcheme. 


Seymour, who had not yet by them been ſeen, 


Link*d arm in arm with kind Conſtantio, T 
Now join'd the party, welcom'd by them all; 


"4 
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And cordially, indeed, by Theodore: 
His grateful boſom felt the benefit 1 ay 
The faithful youth had wiſh'd him, and perform'd. 

Maria ſmil'd on Seymour, ſweetly gay; 

And for each word at random ſhe beſtow'd, 

She ſeem'd reſolv'd to give a ſcore to him di uf 

Or, if the opportunity was loſt, 11 

A ſmile would ever make the full amends 3 

A ſweet excuſe for inelination's will, 

Denied the power of conſoling urn 

»Twas late, and, as the evening drew i in, x 

It was propos'd by Mountague to rife. . 

They all agreed: but Clareſon's offer” « hand | 

Was not accepted by the wary maid, © 

Who had ſecur'd on one fide Theodore, : 

And made a ſign for Seymour to ſecure | 

The other, fearing Clareſon ſhould requeſt ts. 5 

He was dejected at her ſeeming wiſh 5 

To foil each opportunity that came, 

And more than once broke ſilence as they went, 

Complaining of neglect; tho' in a tone | 

That ſeem'd to wiſh it might appear in jeſt; 

But fully it appear'd to Mountague. 725 

He had ſuſpicion of the whole affair; 

SO thought it now-the very point: of time 

To put the final ſtop he had prepar d; 

And which Maria had before reſign d 

(Unſeen by any) for the ſame intent. 

G 4 


227 —— 


—ů— ep Roy 27 


4 f . 
+ 
y 
\ 8, 
= ' 
7 . 
£ 
1 
[ol 4 of 
R 4 
= 
Th * f 
76 
4+ s 
p if 
19 6 
. 
A, } 
þ . 
: p 
=& 4 3; 
"> +8 
"7 
1 9 
* « £ 
4 8 
18 15 
\ 5 
99 1 
5 o 
4 
„ 15 
4 - 
<3 
8 3 
. 8 
k 1 
54 50 
4 ; 
$43 £ 
TY 
24 | 
& 
- rg 
7.844 £ 
. : 
N 4 
: $4 . 
5 9 
: } 
2 
72 
1 
4 fo 
SY 2 
F . 
by. + 
[1 
6&5 2 
4 ' 
«$8 *% 
; it 
, 
f 
{ * 
* bh 
4 
[8 
ö 
# - 
& 
b 
: 
N 
1 rs 
# 1 
{ l ; 
\ . 
by 
1 
"> 
7 
1 
p 4 
5 1 
* 
4 4 
174 
4 
© 
& 
SF 
« f 
L % 
J 
v t 
1 
4 
1 
1 i 
\ b | 
18 o 
$ 4 ; 
N 14 
. 4 . 
: : U 
14 
3 if 
$4 


—— 


- th > — . 
FT 
E ** : a 
"Y* (266 8 
—— 
— VG A — — 
— — . 


e 
— pme . 1- 
2 

ERS EISESSES 


— 


HANS 
* by 
= 

——— 

& 


0 — „ Oe 
—— IE. . —— 3 ro 
S 2 ö 2 3 * 2 . " 
Dn „%% „ 
— ee cr — — 


— 


— — — 
= 


204 THEODORE ; 32 


5 come, come,“ ſaid ben . it you re fo very fond 


« Of walking with a lady, arm in arm, . 
« Here's one whom you may carry in your hand: 
«« Here is her mother*s portrait: *tis/profeſt 
To be a good reſemblance: tis a chance * \ 

«« She had not given it a parting look 

« But two days ſince: indeed, ſo a a arhing 
« Occur'd that morning, that I muſt relate it. 

« She had (as uſual) that fine ſummer's morn, - 


4 On the green bank in yonder ſhady grove, 
4 Sat down to read, when on a ſudden be JK: 


« A man in horrid vizor o'er the hedge. 
Her gold he aſk'd with many dreadful threats, 
And held a piſtol to her trembling n 
Her purſe he ſnatch d 0 

c And at the iſtane; Wh 
Said 1 with an haneſt energy, 


(Expreſſive of his rapture at the thought,) 


« came behind the villain, and my blow: :-- - 


_ « Drove the baſe coward from his fancied prey. 


« Pardon the interruption, deareſt Sir; Nom 1 


« But when I think *twas I who chas'd the n 


& And reſcued her from inſult, O, I bless 
The happy chance which led me to e pod | 
wy My thanks are far too poor a recompence,” L 
Said noble Mountague with kindeſt ſmile; - 


But to proceed: That morning, gentlemen, + 
« Some two hours after, was the picture ſent, 


„ See me look over them, now, one by one: 


-- 
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« Wrapt in a ſcore of papers, as you ſe. 
© This is the ſhape in which it came, and theſe 
«« The different papers which ſurrounded it, 
&© On which no word in writing can be found, 
By which means we might trace the guilty wretch. 


« And look yourſelves if any word en 42066 2 
From which a faint idea we may Gram | 
« To fix a juſtifiable ſuſpicion.” | + 
He took them off, and having once more look'd 
On each ſide carefully before them all, 
He laid them (for as yet no word appear'd) 
Far diſtant by themſelves. And now behold 
With ſtaring eye, and accent menacing, 
He reads aloud, and ſhews the guilty name, 
« Charles Raymond.” 
Each articulates the words 

In various tones, impell'd by various cauſes. 
In accent loud, amid ſurpriſe and ſhame, 
Clareſon and Moore re- echo to the ſound. 
The name brought back the deed to memory, 
And ſweet Maria fainted at the words. 

Seymour repeats the name in rage, but ſees 
Maria faint, and catches in his arms 

The lovely burthen. Albert in a look 
Darted far more than words could have expreſt. 
Conſtantio ſtood aſtoniſh'd to obſerve. 
So juſt an act of Providence, and ſaw 
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106 T ufODORE; ON; 
Raymond in guilty terror ſtand aghaſt, 
Amaz d to think what careleſſneſs had wrought: | 
While Mountague with ſolemn wave forbad 
Each of the three in future to appear 
Within his dwelling. More he did not ſay, 
As words could ne'er have given that reproach 
Contempt ſo juſtly ſhew'd : for all he wiſ'd- 
Was to convince his fon with what a crew 

Of harden'd and unprincipled young men 
He had, alas f aſſociated till now ; | 

And this with filial tenderneſs he own'd, 

And thank'd, and bleſt him for his generous care. 
In filent ſhame the gameſters flowly mov'd, | 
And flunk away, confuſion on their brows. 

And now congratulations quick went round. 
The cordial ſhake: th' affectionate ſalute 

Of love fraternal by Maria given, e 
He beg'd might paſs throughout the company. 
« Bleflings upon thy head, my darling child!“ 
Said Albert, as he took the pious kiſs; 

% May God reward thy ſweet humility 

ce On earth, and then exalt you to himſelf!'*. ? 
To Seymour's turn it came: with modeſt ftep 

He met the lovely maid, and took the kifs 

That trembled on her lip. O; ye who ſeek — 
Amid the fancied joys of lawleſs love, ' 
An airy phantom of deluded brain, 

Thinking 'tis pleaſure that ye ſo purſue, + 
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Turn from the path, in virtue's ſacred road 
Purſue the bliſs, and real bliſs enjoy! 
And now aſſembled ſat the cheerful crew, 
Commanding from the parlour window op'd. 
The ſweet ſurrounding view, a charming ſcene 1 
The moon in ſilver luſtre, ev'ry ſtar N 
In ſplendor ſhining, ſhew'd divinely grand; 
And now the mirthful tale, the merry ſong, 
In ſocial unanimity went round, | 
And ſeem'd to baniſh ev'ry. gloomy thought 
That mem'ry might retain: And now aloud 
Reſounds the manſion gate with weighty force. 5 
Bright ſhone the ſilver harneſs on the ſteeds ; 
Four ſuch as ſeldom may at once be view'd. 
Drawing a burthen of ſuch real worth. 
"Tis not the coach I mean, tho? that was lin'd 
With ſilk in higheſt elegance of taſte, 
With ſilver fringe, and lace extremely rich; 
But from the carriage the gay owner walk'd ; 
A woman not yet paſt the bloom of life, 

Yet ſuch a graceful majeſty of gait _ 
Accompanied each motion, every eye 

Was loſt in wonder at the female ſtranger, 

Ere ſhe had-gain'd; the door, a gentleman 

Stept from the carriage, offering his hand 
To a young damſel ſplendidly attir'd, . 

And beautiful as Venus is pourtray'd. 
They were announc'd anger, but receiv d 
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Swe > 


With that kind hoſpitality that mark 

The character of gen'rous Mountague. 

Scarce had ſhe yet obſerv'd each diff rent face 

That ſat around the room, when ſuddenly 

She ſprang from off her chair, and Albert's hand 

Affectionately graſp'd: „ Tell me,“ ſaid ſhe, 

« Thou venerable, good, belov*d old man, 

« Tell me, does Seymour, does my ſon yet live? 

„ Anſwer me, yes: O 1 quickly make be bleſt 

% With the dear ſound; or by a downcaſt look, 

« Bid me expect what would renew that woe 

« You once beheld while for a ſhelter. pleading, 

« To the wild fury of the ſtorm expos'd.“ 

She turn'd to Mountague, and thus ſhe Tpoke : . 

1% Pardon me, noble Sir; my hiſtory 

« Will beſt excuſe (if it ſhould need excuſe) 

« This ſeeming ſtrange behaviour: Tis my ſon, 

« Who twenty years has been with Albert left, 

(If fate has not cut off my deareſt joy,) 

«« come once more to ſeek, My Seymour lives; 
O, ſay the word, and make a mother'bleſt,” | 

| | Fer I. Tre Be! 
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- Happily I have arriv'd at la 2 
'Unto the withed haven of my bliſs, 


Imark'd his deſultory pace, | 
His geſtures ſtrange, and vary ing face, 
With many a mutter'd ſound: 
And ah! too late aghaft I view'd 
The reeking blade, the hand embru'd; | 
He fell, and proaning graſp'd i in agony the ground. 
| . = Warton,. _— 
Guile is the 9 of Pee ; "is the fiend, | 
*'Th' avenging fiend, that follows us behind 
With whips and tings. The blet know none of this; 
But rea in everlaging peace of mind, | 
And find the 1 « all their heaven is goodneſs, 0 
Reto. 


ec = rest“! in wildeſt tente of joy, ; 
Seymour exclaimd: «Behold him at your feet. 
«« Do I, indeed, a motnier's bleſſing aſk? 
« Am I again permitted to behold 
The author of my being? to conceive 
« The bliſs that abſence- makes us to enjoy, 
« When dong return?” 

= - My deareſt ſon N 
AﬀſeRtionately riſing iin, lie erfed 
The tears of tranſpork fart ting from her eye; 
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« A thouſand, thouſand bleſlings I implore 
Upon the heads of theſe thy gen'rous friends; 
« Particularly to my kind old hoſt; | 


% And on thy head may God his bleſſings ſhower! 


% Making thee bear thy fortunes as becomes 
A man, a ſon, a brother, and a Chriſtian, 
« Thy father is impatient to embrace ; 
The eldeſt pledge of our unminiſh'd love. 

© Thy ſiſter, too, is anxious to behold 
« A brother, who has been my conſtant theme 
« Since riches chang'd the ſcene. I wiſh'd for thee ; 
« But, ah! ſome thouſand miles were we apart. 
« To India's foil thy father owes his wealth; 
« His wealth, with induſtry and honeſt toil, ; 
« Long ſought for, and, a juſt reward, obtain'd. 
&« We came to England; and the gaudy change 
Invited friends whoſe doors had all been mut ln 
«© When poverty accompanied my ſteps _ 
To ſeek a ſcanty aid to raiſe the debt 
< For which my huſband in a priſon lay: 
« His father heard, and on the bed of death 
« Implor'd forgiveneſs ; ſoon was it obtain d; 
And in his will he left my Seymour heir 
« To all his vaſt poſſeſſions. Then we ſought 
The manſion of my father. He had long 
Paid the great debt to nature. In his will 

A nephew, he intended for his heir, 
Having diſpleas'd him highly in his life, 
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c Was diſinherited; his daughter's name 

« Inſerted in his ſtead. And now, my ſon, 8 | 
cc Aſk me whate'er thou wilt, that wealth can give, | 
6D Or my poor pow'r in any way beſide, 

« As ſome return for all the kindneſs ſhewn thee, 
« From tender infancy to rip'ning years; | 
« And more true joy than can deſcription paint, 
c My grateful boſom will enraptur'd feel. 
«© But firſt let me thus publicly repay, | 
* In tenfold number, that moſt gen*rous loan 
« That gain'd my Seymour's liberty. Receive | 
« A portion of that recompence I wiſh; 

« My tears muſt pay the reſt, 25 wealth can | 

eee eee 


It now „„ to check the tear 
Pre par d for ſtarting down his furrow'd cheek $1 
He dar'd reſiſt z but, ah! the angry frown 
Seem'd to prepare its all-ſubduing power; 

He took the purſe ; ſhe preſt his aged hand, 
And kit Anon he turn'd aſide to weep. 


„ look" d round; he ſometimes thought | 
„ | 
Conſtantio's eye in fondeſt ie gaze 
On his fair ſiſter; ſtill *twas hard to tell 
How far the youth was ſmitten; yet he wiſh: d 
The ſoft impreſſion might have 8 ; 
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And taught his eye to own the maiden's power. 

And now (did fancy partially ſuggeſt, "4 

Or was the mutual glance perceptible ?) | 
He thought he ſaw the maid with baſnful ſmile, 8 
Watch ev' ry motion of Conſtantio, ö 
And oft return a look as fond, as kind, 

As when their eyes had met, the gain'd from him. 

; 1 « To name a wiſh,” he tenderly replied, _ | 

44 « Were to be diſcontent with happineſs, 
_ 

i 

| 


4 To be indeed diffatisfy'd with bliſs. 
« The orphan mourns no more a parent's loſs : 
« His only with was once again to ſee 
« To whom he ow'd his duty, filial love, 
« And fond attention; to repay the cares 
« His infant years has coſt them ; to requite 
4 Their kind anxiety, and make old age 
« As truly happy as the prime of life; 
« A juſt return for tenderneſs beſtow'd 
1 When childhood needed all the parent's care. 
4 The orphan's only with is gratify'dz 
_-«« He dare not wiſh again. The time may come 
« (If his dear parents will permit him then) ! 
That he will claim the privilege with joy, 

&« And aſk a boon which they with joy will grant.” 
His eye now met Conſtantio's, now the maid's ; 
And each diſplay'd the ray of tranquil joy 
Beneath which ray he thought he could diſcern 

The faint, yet ſparkling, fire of riſing hope. 
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As the wet mariner, who, caſt on fhore, 

Thinks afar off he ſees the welcome ſnape 

Of ſome aſſiſting veſſel, now his eye 3 
Darts the bright beam of animated hope, 
Which ſlowly faints dejected in deſpair, © 
When the conſoling proſpect is no more: 
The ſubject dropt, and ſupper now was ſery'd ; 
Withdrawun from which, the company were ſhewn 
Reſpective chambers ; for their noble hoſt 
Reſolv'd they ſhould not from his houſe. an | 
Till a deſign, he long had had in view, 

Was by unanimous conſent tos. 

This he declar'd, he would not then unfold, 
Fearing to break their reſt. The morrow come, 
He would before them all aloud; propoſe _ 

The proje& that would bleſs his future days. 


Did'ſt thou, old man, forget thy days of love? 
Thought*ſt thou to lull the boſom to repoſe, 
Where tedious doubt, ungratify'd ſuſpenſe, - 

Sat ever roving to the varied thought, 

That fertile fancy, in ſucceſſion quick, 

Impatiently ſuggeſted to the mindꝰ 48 

Did ſt thou not mark bright beaming in the eye, 

An everſparkling ray of hope, to hear | 

The reſolution which concern'd them all ? 

The bounding heart, with expectation high, 

Ne*er ſinks to reſt while buoy'd by anxious doubt. 

The morning dawn'd ; and, eber the tell-tale clock 
H 
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Had ſham'd the lazy youths with eight regroofs, | 
The damſels both aroſe, and, arm in arm, | 
Tap'd a good-morrow at the bolted door, 2 COSTS 
And haſten'd down the break faſt to prepare. 5 
And now around the table all were met, 
All formal ceremony diſappear dd 
And ſocial chat made ſweet the frequent Gi ip; "il 
When Mountague was beckon'd from the room 
By one with terror pictur'd in his face, 
Who ſeem'd poſſeſt of ſcarcely pow'r t to ſpeak, | 
So much affected by the horrid ſcene , 
He had been witneſs to. He thus diſclos'd . tans © 
The cauſe of his unmannerly intruſion, , 5 2 
A youth, whom yeſterday he had remark d 1 
Among the company in friendly talk, 
Had, in a ſeeming phrengy of deſpair, 
Falln victim to unmanly ſuicide. 
« He lies, ſaid he, before the garden e : 
"6 T heard him ſay theſe words; but could not a, | 
His well · directed hand. The deed was done; 3 ; 
« But ſtill the words re-echo'd to mine ear.” 
_ « Fond fool ! who thought in gaming to be beſt! 
* Once I was innocent; now guilt ſo thick = 
« Clogs my foul ſoul, the e of what I've, 
neee NL 
40 Spurs me to nnih life * woe at once. BI 17 1 E 
« Come, fatal tube, the gameſter's laſt reſourte, 1 


0 And _ contending ** to repoſe. | Foy | 
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« What Have I faid? is there repoſe in death? 
«© Repoſe for villains, tranquil and ſerene? 
« Ah! no—remorſe will ſting, the conſcience wound, 
« And ſuicide will fill increafe mycrimes. 
« But yet to live in endleſs infamy / 
« Can I ſupport it? never, I'm reſolv'd, 
« This calmer, Theodore, was meant for thee : 
« But, foil'd in each attempt, I take revenge, 
« And thus reward the carelefs negligence 
% Which makes'r me what 1 am.“ 4 He op'd his 
% mouth, ak 3 

*The trigger Ju and fell a lifeleſs m Gorpfe, 
Albert and Theodore alone were calbd; 
For it was Mountague's moſt tri command 
No lady ſhould accompany their ſteps. 
« This day,” ſaid he, „ ſhall not be overcaſt 
By clouds which ſuch a dreadful fight would raiſe. 
6 Fn bids ws acquaint the wretehed Sire, 
% An "end the corpſe with decency to him: 
« But "when T think the' purport of his 3 
« F'er he completed his deſign I try 
40 Shudd'r ring to blot remembrance from my mind.“ 
They went; and where the ſervant pointed out, 
Beheld the mäng fell viſage, ſcarce a trace 

Of thoſe ſtrong features Raymond once een; 
But by his dreſs they recogniz d the youth. 
Albert blefs'd God for Theodore's eſcape; 


In which both he and his dear father join'd; 
"MS | 
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And while the ſervam hore the corpſe away, 
They fought once more the e ae Wane? they 
found nd 1d n ns z Haro 27; 
Conſtantio and Matiſdangbep:eniguy'd: 6 n 2; 
In that moſt intereſting tcte- a. tẽte 
That lovers know, who, fearing to explain 
Each wiſh; or fond emotion of the heart 
Prolong that ſad ſuſpence they wiſh to cure. 
Her kind indulgent mother had withdrawn d 
With fair Maria to aſſiſt the ſ chene 
That, from the time ſhe heard her Amen own + 
Conſtantio's faithful friendſhip, had prevail'd: 
O'er ev'ry thought within her gen'rous bead. 1 
The youth had hinted *twas'his only wi 
To be his Seymour's brother; and the —_ T. 
While modeſt bluſnhes ſpread her lovely cheekk, 
Had fram'd the kindeft anſwer, which, alas 
Was by their entrance now-abruptly.check'd. - 
Both ſeem'd diſpleas' d, altho' but Mightly, beo. 
At interruption-ſo.unſeaſonable;; - Fe no 
Vet wiſh'd to hide the eee vovilling NT 
Their ſweet confuſion ſhould: be knowu to all: 
But Mountague obſerv'd the timid glance l TW 
That, on their entrance, ſhot from either eye; ©: 
And:thought:he now might ſift the tender cauſe, 
And publiſh his propoſal With a ſmile. 
That ever deck d his cheerful rev rend brow, /, 
He turn'd to Albert; Seymour, and his ſon's 
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We ſhould apologize, intruding thus; 
We have diſturb'd, I fear, continued he, 
„The converſe we can never benefit. 
Old men are fad, anne 15 
5 dk N 3 81 t 8 3 
© My gaben ns ene I am ſure 
& You never can appear but to increſe 
Whatever pleaſure might before have abs 
© I know not that,” replied the good old man: 
ec "I" can find converſe ſuited to itſelf, 
| better than when age; with graver "IO 
"00 1 its ſerious voice. The tender ſmile 
The unreſtrainꝰdy thoꝰ innocent, diſcourſe; 
«© The mutual glance; the ſeizure of the hand, 
<« Which gently; yet reluctantly, reſiſts ; 
« Love's tender phraſes, terrified by age, 
« Are chang'd to ſtudied and unnat”ral terms. 
“ The ſmiles are baniſh'd; and with downcaſt eye 
In monoſyllables the converſe ends. K 
« This is the picture: but high heav'n forbid 

4 ſhould o'ercloud that mild ſerenity 

Which mark'd the proſpect e er I op'd the dooz r 
L am no liſt'ner; yet have I obſerv'd | 
cc What-fills my breaſt with gladneſs; 3 I think 
«« come, my children, meſſenger of joy. 
« Tranſporting tidings from a father's mouth 
« Attentiye hear; and when aſſembled all, 
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« If I offend; let the offended plead, 
or ſweetly blafhaſſent. “ The door he dera * 
Matilda's mother gracefully advance 
Between Conſtantio and the lovely mad. 

She gave Maria to her father's hand, 

Who (unſuſpected) plac'd her, up gecked, | 
On his right: hand, and Seymour on his left, 
« Be this,” he cried,” my only with om earth! | 
« To ſee my daughter wedded to ter 

« Unrival'd goodneſs tells me to revere. 

4 Unrivabd i yes, belov'd Conſtantio; 

« Thy goodneſs equals his; but friendlhip's ties . 
« Precludes the thought of envy. May I live 
To ſee this maid the partner of my ſon'5" 
% And by this double marriage bleſs the days 
% Which yet remain for Mountague't * on! 

« My Theodore, I ſtill am bleſt in thee: 

«© Thou haſt perceiv'd the perils of the a 

To which thou wert enſnar d; thou we weber 
« Repenting to a doating father s arm, 
«© Who watch'd thy ſteps with deep anxiety. 

c But, next to God, to this belov'd old man, | 
&« To him, my ſon's deliv'rer, am Thound? N 
In obligation ne der to e repaid ./ 
« This ſcene eye x wif 7 
The pious Albert: „ mere cannot wiſn. 
« I ſee my dear adopted Seymour bleſt: 
e ſee his friend, my lpy'd:Conftantio, too, 
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&« Partake the heay;ply. bleſſing · Ibe hola 
« The once poor pleading wand ret at my door, 

«« (Whoſe virtues fortify'd:hex. noble heart 
« To bear the keen attack of poignant grief, 
6 Rais'd to that rank her:excellenceideſery'd.; :- 
« I have beheld the puniſhment of vice, ): 00 . 
« And ſeen; the triumph native virtue Won. 
«« The eye will ſtray, deluſion's outward ſhew , 
6 Attragts; and curioſity prevails; b Vn 351 1 
But if the heart remain unblemiſh'd ſtill, 

« One moment of reflection awes the ſoul, 

« And nit ſhrink from ** eee as. 

ger 17 Fi 

« O then * oaks oaſis . ses 

« When reaſon and advice can overcome 

*The artſul and perſuaſive tongue of vice, 

« And from hypocriſy pull off the maſk! © ' 

Now Albert gives the word for gen'ral yr, 
If the decree; Lord nee n 9 801 


86 ee Urs be e of s inn K 
eis! 11 Dla bal \ Fromno enge. 
Fell a denial: i nen YI 


That glow'd in modeſt bluſhes on as cheek; do 

Their hands the happy parents gladly joimd gif! 
Each ardent youth now ſeiz d his — 432 
And ſeal'd the ſolemn contract with akifs. x mM . 
Tender embraces, tribiites of eſteem 
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The tear of j joy, nn 

Heut felt delight at virtueꝰs victory 
Old Albert's eyes bedew'd ; and all around 
Own'd willingly the ſympathetic power. 
Seymour confeſt the boon he meant to aſk 
Was for Conſtantio fair Matilda's hand. 
Conſtantio look'd a recompenſe. His ſmile -- 
Firſt on the charming maid, on Seymour then 
Shone forth replete with grateful tenderneſs. 
Time ſeem'd to creep till the bleſt day artiv"d; . 
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Uniting to the lovelieſt of maids. 346 


The worthieſt of youths. _ We en 1 15 


. * ” x 
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Their parents chiefeſ bleſſings. © May they fee! 


The rapture to behold their offspring riſe WA 5 9 
To virtue's path ! and thus the bleſſing, reap. na! 
Reſerv'd the juſt reward or filial love. | 


May ev'ry youth allur'd (beneath the mae 


Of tempting pleaſure) by the ſnares of e n 


Think on the vaſt eſcape of Theodore, 


And at the impulſe of repentance ſtop; 2; 8 * b je 


Start back with horror at the 1 oa 2270 
Of ihe abyſs of overwhelming guilt, 


And kiſs with tranſport the aſſiſting hand, e ein 
stretch d out to i him 8 


A bak 4 #4 + ASAT 1 Ky * 4 Ltr 


— 


NEWBERY, 1 St. PA ULs cu JRCH-YAR 


D 
N E 


A* N 5 — 
vxRNOR AND HOOD, _ 9 
OR Povkrav. 9 


1. TALES OF THE COTTAGE, or Stories. Moral 
and Amuſing, for young Perſons, after the Manner of the 
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A CRITICAL 


DISSERTATION 


. 
POEMS OF OSSIAN, 
THE 


* 


SON os FINGAL. 


MONG the monuments remaining of the 
ancient ſtate of nations, few are more 
valuable than their poems or ſongs. Hiſtory, 
when it treats of remote and dark ages, is ſeldom 


very inſtructive. The beginnings of ſociety, in 


every country, are involved in fabulous confuſion; 
and though they were not, they would furniſh few 
everits worth recording. But, in every period of 
ſociety, human manners are a curious ſpectacle; 
and the moſt natural pictures of ancient manners 
are exhibited in the ancient poems of nations. 
Theſe preſent to us, what is much more valuable 
than the hiſtory of ſuch tranſactions as a rude age 
can afford, The hiſtory of human imagination and 
paſſion. They make us acquainted with the no- 
tions and feelings of our fellow-creatures in the 


molt artleſs ages; diſcovering what objects they 
Ss admired, 
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2 A crrricat. DISSERTA TION 
admired, and what pleaſures they pufſued, before 
thoſe refinements of ſociety had taken place, which 
enlarge indeed, and diverſify the tranſactions, but 
diſguiſe the manners of mankind, : 
Beſides this merit, which ancient poems have 
with philoſophical obſervers of human nature, they 
have another with perſons of taſte. They promiſe 
ſome of the higheſt beauties of poetical writing. 
Irregular and unpoliſhed we may expect the pro- 
ductions of uncultivated ages to be; but abound- 
ing, at the ſame time, with that enthuſiaſm, that 
vehemence and fire, which are the ſoul of poetry. 
For many circumſtances of thoſe times which we 
call barbarous, are favourable to the poetical ſpirit. 
That ſtate, in which human nature ſhoots wild and 
free, though unfit for other improvements, cer- 


tainly encourages the high exertions of fancy and 


Pon. 

In the infancy of ſocieties, men live ted 
and diſperſed, in the midſt of ſolitary rural ſcenes, 
where the beauties of nature are their chief enter- 
tainment. They meet with many objects, to them 
new and ſtrange; their wonder and ſurprize are fre- 
quently excited; and by the ſudden changes of for- 
tune occurring in their unſettled ſtate of life, their 
paſſions are raiſed to the utmoſt. Their paſſions 
have nothing to reſtrain them: their imagination 
has nothing to check it. They diſplay themſelves 


to one another without diſguiſe: and converſe and 


act in the uncovered ſimplicity of nature. As 
their feelings are ſtrong, ſo their language, of it- 
fel, aſſumes a poetical turn. Prone to exaggerate, 


they 


on THB POEMS or OSSIAN. 3 
they deſcribe every thing in the ſtrongeſt colours; 
which of courſe renders their ſpeech pictureſque 
and figurative. Figurative language owes its riſe 
chiefly to two cauſes; to the want of proper names 
for objects, and to the influence of imagination 
and paſſion over the form of expreſſion. Both 
theſe cauſes coneur in the infancy of ſociety. 


Figures are commonly conſidered as artificial modes. 


of ſpeech, deviſed by orators and poets, after the 
world had advanced to a refined ſtate. The con- 
trary of this is the truth. Men never have uſed ſo 
many figures of ſtyle, as in thoſe rude ages, when; 


beſides the power of a warm imagination to fug- 


geſt lively images, the want of proper and preciſe 


terms for the ideas they would expreſs, obliged ' 


them to have recourſe to circumlocution, meta- 
phor, compariſon, and all thoſe ſubſtituted forms 
of expreſſion, which give a poetical air to lan- 
guage. An American chief, at this day, haran- 


gues at the head of his tribe, in a more bold me- 
taphorical ſtyle, than a modern European would 


adventure to uſe in an Fpic poem. 

In the progreſs of ſociety, the genius and man- 
ners of men undergo a change more favourable to 
accuracy than to ſprightlineſs and ſublimity. As 
the world advances, the underſtanding gains ground 
upon the imagination; the underſtanding is more 
exerciſed; the imagination, leſs. Fewer objects 
occur that are new or ſurprizing. Men apply 
themſelves to trace the cauſes of things; they cor- 
rect and refine one another; they ae or diſ- 
guiſe their paſſions ; they form their exterior man- 
2 | ners 
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4 A crrricat DISSERTATION 
ners upon one uniform ſtandard of politeneſs and 
civility. Human nature is pruned according to 
method and rule. Language advances from 
x ſterility to copiouſneſs, and at the ſame, time, J 
x from fervour and enthuſiaſm, to correctneſs and 1 
> preciſion, Style becomes more chaſte ; but leſs 
1 animated. The progreſs of the world in this re- 
= ſpe& reſembles the progreſs of age in man. The 
4 povers of imagination are moſt vigorous and pre- 
8 dominant in youth; thoſe of the underſtanding 
ripen more ſlowly, and often attain not their ma- 
turity, till the imagination begin to flag. Hence, 
poetry, which is the child of imagination, is-fre- 
quently moſt glowing and animated im the firſt 
ages of ſociety. As the ideas of our youth are 
remembered with a peculiar pleaſure on account 
of their livelineſs and vivacity: ſo the moſt an- 
. cient poems have often proved the greateſt favour- 
M ites of nations, 
| Poetry has been ſaid to be more ancient than 
proſe : and however paradoxical ſuch an aſſertion 
may ſeem, yet, in a qualified ſenſe, it is true. 
Men certainly never converſed with one another 
in regular numbers; but even their ordinary lan. 
guage would, in ancient times, for the reaſons be- 
$ * | fore aſſigned, approach to a poetical ſtyle; and 
E the firſt compoſitions tranſmitted to poſterity, be- 
; yond doubt, were, in a literal ſenſe, poems; that 
is, compoſitions in which imagination had the 
chief hand, formed into ſome kind of numbers, 
and pronounced with a muſical modulation or 


tone. Muſick or ſongs has been found cozval 
with 
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with ſociety. among the moſt barbarous nations. 
The only ſubjects which could prompt men, in 
their firſt rude ſtate, to utter their thoughts in 
compoſitions of any length, were ſuch as naturally 
aſſumed the tone of poetry; praiſes of their gods, 
or of their anceſtors; commemorations of their 
own warlike exploits; or lamentations over their 
misfortunes. And before writing was invented, no 
other compoſitions, except ſongs or poems, could 
take ſuch hold of the imagination and memory, 
as to be preſerved by oral tradition, and handed 
down from one race to another. 

Hence we may expect to find poems among the 
antiquities of all nations. It is probable. too, 
that an extenſive ſearch would diſcover a certain 
degree of reſemblance among all the moſt ancient 
poetical productions, from whatever country they 
| have proceeded. In a ſimilar ſtate of manners, 
ſimilar objects and paſſions operating upon the 
imaginations of men, will ſtamp their productions 
with the ſame general character. Some diverſity 
wills; no doubt, be occaſioned by climate and 
genius. But mankind never bear ſuch reſembling 
features, as they do in the beginnings of ſociety. 
Its ſubſequent revolutions give riſe to the prin- 
cipal diſtinctions among nations; and divert, into 
channels widely ſeparated, that current of human 
genius and manners, which deſcends originally 
from one ſpring. What we have been long 
accuſtomed to call the oriental vein of poetry, be- 
cauſe ſome of the earlieſt poetical productions have 
come to us from the Eaſt, is probably no more 

. | | oriental 
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6 A crrricar DISSERTATION 
oriental than oceidental; it is characteriſtical of 
an age rather than a country; and belongs, in 
ſome meaſure, to all nations at a certain period. 
Of this the works of Offian ſeem to furniſh a re- 
markable proof. | 
Our preſent ſubject leads us. to inveſtigate the 
ancient poetical remains, not ſo much of the eaſt, 
or of the Greeks and Romans, as of the northern 
nations; in order to difcover whether the Gothic 
poetry has any reſemblance to the Celtic or Galic, 
which we are about to conſider. Though the 
1 Goths, under which name we ufually comprehend 
5 all the Scandinavian tribes, were a people alto- 
8 gether fierce and martial, and noted, to a proverb, 
for their ignorance of the liberal arts, yet they 
too, from the earlieſt times, had their poets and 
=» their ſongs. Their poets were diſtinguiſhed by the 
E- ititle of Scalders, and their longs were termed His. 
Saxo 


* Olaus Wormius, in the appendix to his Treatiſe de 
Literatura Runica, has given a particular account of the 
Gothic poetry, commonly called Runic, from Runes, 
which ſignifies the Gothic letters. He informs us that 
there were no fewer than 136 different kinds of meaſure 
or verſe uſed in their /3/es; and though we are accuſtomed 
to call rhyme a Gothic invention, he ſays expreſly, that 
among all theſe meaſures, rhyme, or correſpondence of 
final ſyllables, was never employed. He analyſes the 
ſtructure of one of theſe kinds of verſe, that in which the 
poem of Lodbrog, afterwards quoted, is written; which 
exhibits a very ſingular ſpecies of harmony, if it can be 
allowed that name, depending neither upon rhyme nor 
upon metrical feet, or quantity of ſyllables, but 'chiefly 


upon the number of the ſyllable-, and the diſpoſition of 
| | the 
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ow ThE POEMS or OSSIAN. 5 
Saxo Grammaticus, a Daniſh Hiſtorian of con- 
ſiderable note, who flouriſhed in the thirteenth 

. 


the letters. 1 every ſtanza was an equal number of lines: 
in every line ſix ſyllables. In each diſtich, it was requiſite 
that three words ſhould begin with the ſame letter; two 
of the correſponding words placed in the firſt line of the 
diſtich, the third, in the ſecond line. In each line were 
alſo required two ſyllables, but never the final ones, 
formed either of the ſame conſonants, or ſame vowels. 


As an example. of this meaſure, Olaus gives us theſe two : 


Latin lines conſtructed exactly according to the above rules 
of Runic verſe ; 


Chriſtus caput noſtrum 
Coronet te bonis. 


The initial letters of Chriſtus, Caput and Coronet, make 
the three correſponding letters of the diſtich. In the firſt 


line, the firſt ſyllables of Chriſtus and of noſtrum; in the 


ſecond line, the on in coronet and in bonis make the re- 
quiſite correſpondence of ſyllables, Frequent inverſions and 
tranſpoſitions were permitted in this poetry; which would 
naturally follow from ſuch laborious attention to the 
collocation of words. 


The curious cn this ſubje& may conſult likewiſe Dr. 
Hicks's Theſaurus Linguarum Septentrionalium; particu- 
larly the 23d chapter of his Grammatica Anglo Saxonica 
& Mæſo Gothica; where they will find a full account of 
the ſtructure of the Anglo-Saxon verſe, which nearly re- 


ſembled the Gothic. They will find alſo ſome ſpecimens 


both of Gothic and Saxon poetry. An extract, which 
Dr. Hicks has given from the work of one of thn Daniſh 
Scalders, 
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8 A critical, DISSERTATION 
century, informs us that very many of theſe 
ſongs, containing. the ancient traditionary ſtories 
of the country, were found engraven upon rocks 
in the old Runic character ; ſeveral of which he 
has tranſlated into Latin, and inſerted into his 
Hiſtory. But his verſions are plainly ſo para- 
phraſtical, and forced into ſuch an imitation of the 
3 | ſtyle and the meaſures of the Roman poets, that one 
3 can form no judgment from them of the native ſpi- 
1 rit of the original. A more curious monument of 
3 the true Gothic poetry is preſerved by Olaus Wor- 
I mains in his book de Literatura Runica. It is an 
. Epicedium, or funeral ſong, compoſed by Regner 
; Lodbrog and tranſlated by Olaus, word for word, 
0 from the original. This Lodbrog was a king of 
. YO Denmark, who lived in the eighth century, famous | 
| 4 4 for his wars and victories; and at the ſame time an 
q N | eminent Scalder or poet. It was his misfortune to 
El fall at laſt into the hands of one of his enemies, by 
BI whom he was thrown into priſon, and condemned 
| do be deſtroyed by ſerpents. In this ſituation he 
ſbolaced himſelf with rehearſing all the exploits of 
| his life. The poem is divided into twenty-nine 
ſtanzas, of ten lines each; and every ſtanza be- 
gins with theſe words, Pugnavimus Enſibus, We 
have fought with our ſwords. Olaus's verſion is 
in many places ſo obſcure as to be hardly 1- 
intelligible. I have ſubjoined the whole below, 
exactly as he has publiſhed it; and ſhall nen as 


Scalders, entitled, Hervarer Saga, containing an evocation 
from the dead, may be found in the 6th volume of Mil- 


cellany boems, publiſhed by Mr. Dryden. 


much 
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much as may give the Engliſh reader an e oF 
the. ſpirit and ſtrain of this kind of poetry. = 

«.We have fought with our Gas if was = 
ce, young, when, towards che eaſt, in the bay of 


3 | n 
1. 
Pugnavimus Enſ ibis 
Haud poſt longum tempus y 
Cum in Gotlandia acceflimus  _ | 
An ſerpentis immenſi necem t 


Tunc impetravimus Thoram 

Ex hoc vocarunt me virum FOI YL 
Quod ſerpentem transfodi | 
Hirſutam braccam ob illam cedem 

Cuſpide iftum intuli in ene ir 

Ferro lucidorum wept? 

2 $515] 1516 

Multum juvenis fui ads aequiſivimus 
Orientem verſus in Oreonico freto 
Vulnerum amnes avidæ ferz | 
"Er favipedl vi nent PG HG | OEM 
Accepimus ibidem ſonuerunt 1 | 

Ad ſublimes galeas * „5 

Dura ferra magnam eſcam , - | 

Omnis erat oceanus vulnus 

Vadavit corvus in ſanguine Czforum. 

3: amor . 4 | F 
Alte tulimus tunc lanceas & Jy 

Quando viginti annos numeravimus 

Et celebrem laudem * paſim 

Vicimus octo barones 

In oriente ante Dimini portum 

Aquilæ impetravimus tune ſufficienten _ — 
Hoſpitii ſumptum in illa ſtrage 9 — f "I 
Sudor decidit in vulnerum n l 
Oceao perdidit exercitus ætatem. ol | 
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Pugnæ faQa copia 4 RR VIG pe a 
Cum Helfingianos poſtulavimus 
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